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Van Hasten miss puts Dutch out 

GOTHENBURG (R) — A penalty miss by Marco Van BasEen pot 
dcfaK^og champions the Netherlands out of the European Champ io nship 
wbcn they lost to Denmark 5-4 in a shoot-out after a 2-2 draw in a thrilling 
»euii final Monday. Denmark went through to world champions 
Germany in the- final when defender Kim Christofte scored die vital 
pecs&y to set off wild cheers from thousands of Danes in .the Ultevt 
Stadrum. Van Basten was the only player not to score from the spot kicks, 
ffis weak shot was saved when keeper Peter Schmetchd dived to his left. 
Hie Dutch were within four minutes of being eliminated in normal time 
before Frank Rijkaard scrambled the ball into the net from a corner to 
make the score 2-2. The Danes, surprise senrifinaBsts after co mi n g into 
the tournament as late replacements for Yugoslavia, had twice taken the 
lead-in die first half through big midfielder Henrik Larsen- Demos 
Bcrgkamp levelled at 1-1 but the tide-holders were never able to get on 
top against the lively, quick passing Danes. 
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Egypt bars Iraqi 
human rights team 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt has refused 
entry to an Iraqi human rights 
team, the Arab Organisation for 
Human Rights said on Monday. 
Hie Cairo-based organisation 
said representatives of its Iraqi 
affiliate were due to discuss 
“some solutions for the huma- 
nitarian problems created by the 
Gulf war. 1 ’ The Iraqi team ar- 
rived from. Jordan on Sunday 
with visas issued in Baghdad by 
the Indian embassy which repre- 
sents Egypt in Iraq but officials at 
Cairo airport sent them back to 
Amman. 

Iraq says parachute 
flares wounded 
farmers 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iraq said 
Monday that parachute flares 
dropped by U.S. and British war- 
planes wounded farmers in the 
north of the country, leaving 
them with severe bums. The Un- 
ited States has denied Iraq's 
charge that allied warplanes 
dropped the flares over farmland 
in the north of the country, des- 
troying thousands of tons of 
wheat and barley (see page 2). 
Baghdad's statement Monday 
was the first time it has said 
anyone was injured in the flare- 
dropping. The Iraqi News Agen- 
cy quoted Agriculture Minister 
Abdul Wahab Mahmoud Abdul 
Wahab as saying a number of 
farmera “received severe bums" 
when the planes dropped the 
Rumination flares. INA said the 
new allegations came in a letter 
the minister sent to the director 
of the Sudan-based Arab Agricul- 
ture Organisation. He also said 
tiaf an unspecified number of 
undo, as well as form equip- 
ment, were burned by the-flares. 

Newsman crashes 
Into, out of Gaza 
Strip 

.TEL: AVIV (R) — A Chinese 
journalist, rushing to reach Israel 
in time for Tuesday's election, 
buna through the Egyptian bor- 
der into the occupied Gaza Strip 
oa Monday. Israeli troops caught 
Mm after a chase lasting several 
boms and put him back across the 
frontier. An army spokesman. 
Who (fid not name the journalist, 
said: "Apparently he did not 
understand be was required to 
stop in' bonder inspection and 
crashed into Gaza." 

Moroccan parties 
demand election 
body 

RABAT (R) — Four Moroccan 
opposition parties said on Mon- 
day they had asked the palace to 
set up an independent national 
commission with extensive pow- 
ers to ensure honesty in this 
'yearns Sections. The government 
has already announced official 
w multi-party commissions to su- 
~ pervise the rural, municipal and 
legislative elections. The elec- 
tions, the first time in eight years, 
will ‘take place in stages over the 
next six months. The opposition 
said in a statement the electoral 
laws and the regulations gov- 
erning the official commissions 
were "unclear and ambiguous” 
and did not reflea a national 
consensus as promised by King 
Hassan. The four parties sent the 
statement to Ahmad Reda 
Guedira, King Hassan’s senior 
political adviser. 1 






30 killed In Turkish 
rebel violence 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish troops 
---• killed 20 Kurdish rebels and lost 

a five men in a dash at a military 
post on the Iranian border on 
gfl* U 5C . * £ Monday. Anatolian news agency 
f reported. Separately, five dvi- 
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Sans were killed by Kurcfish guer- 
rillas who abducted four others in 
an ovenight raid, officials said. It 
was the heaviest 24-year death 
toil in the southeast this month. 
A total of 149 people were re- 
ported killed on the three 
bloodiest days of May and about 
770 have died so far this year. 
Prime Minister Suleyman De- 
mind has in the p ast sa id Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) guerrillas 
use Ir anian t e r r ito ry to launch 
cross-border attacks. Iran denies 
PKK. Syria embed 
activities in Lebanon’s Bo 
kaa Valley in April after Turkey 
hinted at military action. 


Likud, Labour seen 

neck and neck on eye 
of Israeli elections 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
politicians scrambled to win over 
undecided voters on Monday as 
eve of election opinion polls 
showed the ruling Likud and 
opposition Labour parties neck 
and neck. 

Labour leader Yitzhak Rabin, 
70, criss-crossed the country in a 
helicopter in a final attempt to 
woo as many as possible of the 20 
per cent of Israelis who say they 
do not know which way to vote 
on Tuesday. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak -Sha- 
mir, 76, who appeared to doze off 
during his final campaign rally on 
Sunday night, spent the day 
quietly in his office talking to 
Likud activists by telephone. 

The final batch of polls Mon- 
day confirmed the trend of he 
past two weeks — Likud and its 
religious party allies narrowing 
Labour's lead. 

Most surveys have consistently 
given Labour, out of power for 
most of the past IS years, a lead 
of between two and 10 seats over 
Likud. 

But neither party can master 
an overall majority in the 120- 
seat parliament. Labour needs 
the support of the leftist Meretz 
party and Israeli Arabs to fonn a 
coalition. Liknd needs the 
National Religious Party -and two 
ultra-orthodox parties to remain 
in power. 

The campaign by 25 parties has 
not fired many of Israel’s 3.4 
millio n voters. The main parties 
have avoided detailed discussion 


of big issues such as Arab-Israeli 
peace talks, Jewish settlement of 
the occupied*territories, immigra- 
tion and the economy. For much 
of the time the campaign has 
failed to rise above the level of 
smear and slogan-shouting. 

Polls published in the mass 
circulation Yedioth newspaper on 
Monday were split on each par- 
ty’s coalition-building prospects. 
A Dabaf survey over the 
weekend gave Labour and its 
allies 61 seats while a Teleseker 
poll gave Likud 61 seats. 

Political analysts do not expect 
a dear cut result from the elec- 
tion which could herald weeks of 
horse-trading to form a coalition. 

Many commentators expect a 
repeat of the Likud-Labour unity 
government of 1984 to 1988 in 
which Mr. Shamir and former 
Labour chief Shimon Peres each 
served two years as prime minis- 
ter. 

"I believe it is the worst gov- 
ernment we can form,” Peres 
chief aide Yossi Beilin said of a 
.unity government. 

. “It is a prescription for para- 
lysis,” he told a news conference 
of Monday. "I and the group of 
doves in the party mil tight 
against unity government in any 
fashion." 

Likud ministe r Ehud Olmert, 
who is dose to Mr. Shamir, told 
the same conference, he believed 
both Labour and Liknd would 
prefer to fonn a narrow coalition. 

“You doat form a unity gov- 
ernment" as a matter of desire,” 


he declared. 

But Mr. Olmert said he 
thought Mr. Rabin would prefer 
a union with Likud to an alliance 
with the for left 

“I think Rabin will prefer to sit 
with me to sitting with (Meretz 
member) Yossi Sarid," Mr. 
Olmert said. . 

He acknowledged Likud was 
still trailing in the polls but 
added: “Traditionally polls show 
an advantage for Labour until the 
last day. The returns we get from 
our branches across the country 
.are somewhat different.” 

Police quelled a riot in the 
southern town of Beersbeba by 
hundreds of angry Israeli voters, 
army radio said. In the occupied 
Gaza Strip, unknown gunmen 
shot and wounded a policeman 
and a civilian, the army said. , 

Trouble flared in Beersbeba 
where people waiting in long 
queues for voter registration 
cards ran out of patience and 
attacked police and interior 
ministry employees. 

Army radio said police used 
force to suppress hundreds of 
rioters who spat at, cursed and hit 
police and interior ministry office 
guards. 

In Amman, Palestinian spokes- 
woman Hanan Ashrawi said 
Monday that a survey which 
showed two thirds of former 
Israeli generals favouring a land- 
for-peace settlement with the 
Arabs demonstrated that security 

(Conturaed « page 5) 1 



Iraq-U.N. talks on oil 
sales end inconclusively 


VIENNA (R) — Talks between 
Iraqi and United Nations officials 
on a possible partial lifting of a 
security council embargo on 
Iraq's oil exports ended inconclu- 
sively in Vienna Monday. 

Negotiators had worked for 
four days on proposals to ease the 
embargo, imposed when Iraq in- 
vaded Kuwait in 1990. 

U.N. negotiator Giandomeni- 
oo Picco told reporters that “a lot 
of points have been overcome” 
and both sides were now referring 
back to their principals — the 
Iraqis to Baghdad and his team to 
the United Nations. 

He added that “as to what win 
happen in the future in practical 
terms, I would rather go into this 
after the Security Council has 
been informed." 

* Oil markets were initially not 
sure what to make of Mr. Pioco’s 
comments but felt that prospects 
for an early accord had receded 

London August futures for the 
world benchmark crude oil.- 
Brent blend from the North Sea, 
had earlier (tipped as low as. 
$20.70 per barrel — (town nearly 
40 cents from Friday. 


They recovered above $21.10 
after Mr. Piece’s comments. 

Prices generally are close to 
their highest in seven months, up 
about $2.50 since January, on 
prospects of a tight market this 
winter if Iraq! supply remains 
shut in. 

Iraq's delegation leader, Abdul 
Amir A1 An ban said he was not 
sure whether a further round of 
talks would take place. 

“We don’t know if we will be 
meeting again,” he said 

Mr. An ban said Mr. Picco had 
to report to New York “and I 
have to go back to my govern- 
ment. If they approve, then 
maybe we will meet again." 

The U.N. had proposed letting 
Iraq sell a limited volume of oil, 
worth $1.6 bflliou over six 
months, to raise cash for Gulf war 
reparations and humanitarian 


It insisted on strict monitoring. 

The Petroleum Intelligence 
weekly (PIW), an industry news- 
letter, said the Bush administra- 
tion opposed renewed Iraqi oil 
sales ahead of the November 
U.S. election. 


Afghan general says he is 
neutral, denies crash report 


KABUL (R) — General Rashid 
Dostum, whose militia forces 
control the balance of power in 
Kabul, said Monday he would hot 
taka rides in the controversy over 
whether Afghanistan's interim 
president should step down this 
week as scheduled. 

"It is up to the leadership in 
Kabul to decide,” Gen. Dostum 
said. “We are military men and 
that is not our business.” 

Mr. Dostum spoke to reporters 
in Kabul by radio-telephone from 
his base in the northern city of 
Mazar-e-Sharif. 

Pakistan’s official APP news 
agency had earlier reported he 
had been killed in a plane crash 
on Sunday with Babrak Kannal, 
a former president during the 
Soviet dtcupation of Afghanis- 
tan. * 

• Gen. Dostum said he knew 
.nothing of any plane crash and 
had no idea where Mr. Karma! 
might be. 

Interim President Sibghatullah 
Mqjaddtf : said on Sunday he 
would not hand over power to 
Professor’ Burhamtudm Rabbam 
next week, as was scheduled 


under a power-sharing agreement 
readied among Mujabedeen 
forces in April as the foremerly 
communist government collapsed 
after 14 years, of civil war. 

Mr. Mojadktidi said instead he 
would transfer authority to a 64- 
member Jihad Council wbicb he 
beads. 

EEs move is seen as an .attempt 
to deny radical Islamic groups 
control in Afghanistan. 

Prof Rabbani heads ' the 
Jandat-e -Island, which has called 
for a complete transformation of 
the country based on Islamic law, 
and principles. 

Gen. Dostum casts a long sha- 
dow over the political man- 
oeuvering in Kabul since his men, 
backed by tanks and heavy artil- 
lery, are believed to be the single 
most powerful force in the capit- 
al. - . 

Gen. Dostum’s Uzbek militia 
fought for the Najibiillah govern- 
ment until March, when they 
came over to the rebel ride and 
played a critical role in the Mnh 
jahedeen victory. 


Bahrain said 
to urge 
better Gulf 
ties with Iraq 

LONDON (R) — Bahrain has 
signalled it wants to see a recon- 
ciliation between Iraq and the 
Gulf states which opposed Bagh- 
dad during the Gulf war, the 
Financial Times newspaper said 
On Monday. 

Bahraini Prime Minister Sheikh' 
Khalifa Ben Sulman A1 Khalifa 
told the Financial Times in an 
interview that it was time to open 
a new chapter in relations among 
Gulf states and to move beyond 
“whatever has happened between 
us." 

“I would tike to see a norma- 
lisation of relations in the Gulf on 
a wider scale with all countries — 
this is the only way we can 
u n ah itabi our international rela- 
tions and security," the prime 
minister was quoted as saying. ' 

“Saddam Hussein is only a 
man. He will die one day. 
However Iraq has to be 
; preserved as a country,” be said. 

Officials in Bahrain declined to 
comment on the interview, which 
was given on Saturday to corres- 
pondents from the Financial 
Times in Bahrain. 

A caD for better relations with 
Iraq would be the first such mes- 
sage from any state within the 
six-member Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) other than 
Oman, which Hac maintained an 
embassy in Baghdad despite the 
Gulf war last year. 

The Financial Times said the 
prime minister had also sent 
greeting to the Iraqi leader on the 
‘EkJ Al Adha holiday. 

Tbe prime master^ stressed that 
Bahrain’s desire for better rela- 
tions with Iraq had a humanita- 
rian base, the newspaper said. 

“It was not just a cable I sent to 
Saddam Hussein. We look at Iraq 
as one Iraq. We look at the Iraqi 
people ana we look at suffering 
people all over the world. We 
look at Yugoslavia, and we have 
sympathy with the people of 
Iraq.” 

Bahrain-based diplomats said h 
was not dear whether the appa- 
rent overture signals a softening 
stand on Iraq but Bahrain still; 
supported sanctions against 
Baghdad. 

Bahrain was attacked by Iraqi y 
Gulf missiles at the height of the:‘ 
war over Kuwait and was host to ' 
part of the anti-Iraq military 
coalition led by the United 
States. 


KING HONOURS ARAFAT: His Majesty MedaL Kfag Hussein presented Mr. Arafat with 
icing UmiMMi Monday conferred upon Palestinian the medal at Al Hashimfyefa Palace in Amman 
leader Yasser Arafat the Al Nahda Distinguished (photo by Yousef Al Allan) 


Jordan, Palestinians aim for 
real progress in peace talks 


By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanian and 
Palestinian delegations to peace 
taiifc with Israel Monday laun- 
ched preparations for the next 
round of negotiations with a reaf- 
firmation of their commitment to 
the peace process on the eve of 
Israel's general elections. 

Discussed during Monday’s 
-two-and-a-hakf-hour meeting were 
strategies for the bilaterals as well 
as multilateral negotiations, 
spokespersons for both sides said. 

The spokespersons said that 
their commitment to tbe peace 
talks were based on the principles 
of U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions 242 and 338 and that they 


would negotiate with any Israeli 
government in power. 

“We are ready to negotiate 
with any Israeli government re- 
gardless of where it comes from," 
Jordanian spokesman Marwan 
Muasber told reporters referring 
to Tuesday's Israeli general elec- 
tions. “We entered the peace 
process based on very dear con- 
ditions and framework set by the 
co-sponsors.” 

Palestinian spokeswoman 
Hanan Ashrawi echoed this posi- 
tion, saying that Arab participa- 
tion in the peace talks depended 
on international legitimacy “and 
not on the Israeli government in 
power.” 

Dr. Muasher and Dr. Ashrawi 
said that* such meetings were 


necessary to intensify and streng- 
then coordination between the 
two rides before they face tbe 
Israeli delegation in Rome for the 
next round of bilaterals in late 
July or early August. Dr. 
Muasher and Dr. Ashrawi said 
that both rides were pleased with 
the. level of coordination and that 
meetings would be held more 
frequently. 

Dr. Muasher said the two sides 
meet again today. The rela- 
tionship between tbe two rides 
becomes stronger as tbe negotia- 
tions proceed. 

“The atmosphere of the meet- 
ing as well as the actual content 
and form of coordination be- 

(Contfnued on page 5) 


Gaza 

police 

barracks 

attacked 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Unknown 
assailants, presumably Palesti- 
nians, wounded two Israelis, a 
pHcemen and a settler, in a 
rare daylight attack in the 
occupied Gaza Strip on Mon- 
day, the eve of Israel's general 
election, the army said. 

The assailants escaped after 
firing at police barracks in 
Gaza City from a moving car, 
an army statement said. 

The Kassam military wing of 
Hamas fundamentalist move- 
ment claimed responsibility for 
the attack and for the killing of 
a Palestinian woman in Khan 
Younis, also in the Gaza Strip, 
later in the day, Palestinian 
sources said. 

Kassam said it killed Fatma 
Al Masri, 50, in Khan Younis 
on suspicion that she was help- 
ing Israeli authorities, the 
sources said. 

At least 489 Arabs have 
been killed by Palestinians, 
most on suspicion of collabor- 
ating, since the uprising against 
Israeli role began in December 
1987. 

The attack on the police 
barracks was carried out less 
than 24 hours before Israeli 
voters choose a new govern- 
ment for tbe next four years. 

A Palestinian firebomb 
attack against West Bank Jew- 
ish settlers on the eve of the 
1988 election was widely be- 
lieved to have helped the right- 
wing Likud Party to win. 

Authorities have banned the 
1.75 million Palestinians in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip from Israel Tuesday to 
prevent any possible disruption 
of voting. 


Brotherhood maintains 70,000 
attended Azaideh’s funeral 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A spokesman 
for the Muslim Brotherhood 
movement has dismissed as 
“grossly underestimated" the fi- 
gure of 5,000 quoted for the 
people who attended Sunday's 
funeral of Mr. Ahmad Qtaish Al 
Azaideh, a member of tbe Lower 
House of Parliament who passed 
away Saturday. 

“There were some 70,000 peo- 
ple who took part in the funeral," 
the spokesman insisted. 

“People came from all over 
Jordan, and the crowd was easfly- 
estimated as 70,000,” he said. 
“The people who converged from 
Madaba done probably exceeded 
5,000. So the total is much, 
much higher.” 

No official figures were re- 
leased for the number of people 
who participated in the funeral of 
Mr. Azaideh, who was a popular 
Islamist leader and spokesman 
for the Brotherhood deputies in 
Parliament. But eyewitness re- 


ports varied from several 
thousands to several tens of 
thousands. 

Other than the Jordan Times, 
which quoted the 5,000 figure, 
only the Arabic daily Al Dost our 
gave a figure for those who 
attended the funeral. It said 
70,000 people took part, but it 
did not give a source for its 
estimate. 

The spokesman also denied 
that Deputy Fantzeh Mansour 
had been appointed successor to 
Mr. Azaideh as leader of the 
Brotherhood deputies’ bloc in the 
Lower House. 

‘The acting spokesman (lead- 
er) is still Deputy Ibrahim 
Mas'ond Khrcisat, but no perma- 
nent successor has yet been 
elected to brother Azaideh,” the 
spokesman said, clarifying that 
Deputy Mansour is the- rappor- 
teur of the bloc and not its 
spokesman. 


Deputy sees ‘general trend’ 
to seek Sboul’s resignation 


AMMAN (R) — A group of 
Jordanian deputies plan to seek 
the resignation of Interior Minis- 
ter Jawdat Sboul, blaming him 
for a “crackdown” on Muslim 
prayers earlier this month, law- 
makers said Monday. 

“Because of what happened at 
these prayers, there is a general 
trend, not only among the Mus- 
lim brotherhood deputies, to ask 
for the resignation of the interior 
minister,” said Deputy Hamza 
Mansour of the Muslim Brother- 
hood movement. 

“But we have not yet decided 
on the way," be told Reuters. 

The Brotherhood said last 
week security agents barred them 
from holding mass outdoor 
prayers during this month’s Isla- 
mic- feast by flooding some out- 
door areas designed for prayers 
with water and garbage. They- 
also said police tore down signs 
directing people to those areas. 

Mr. Mansonr’s movement 
bolds 22 of the 80 seats in the 


Lower House of Parliament mak- 
ing it the largest single bloc there. 

Mr. Mansour gave no further 
details on the Brotherhood's 
plans and did not say how many 
deputies had joined in the effort. 

A local newspaper said on 
Monday the Brotherhood de- 
cided to ask Parliament, whose 
extraordinary session opened on 
Sunday, to vote Mr. Sboul out. 

But it is not clear yet whether 
Parliament could legally debate 
such a move since the agenda of 
such sessions is fixed by a royal 
decree issued in advance. 

Other secular deputies said the 
Brotherhood was unlikely to take 
any moves in Parliament regard- 
ing Mr. Sboul. 

“They will not take any serious- 
step. They will only seek to show 
their supporters that they are 
unhappy with what happened and 
they have the guts to challenge 
the government,” a leftist deputy 
said. 


Bahrain appeals anew to 
Qatar to settle dispute 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — 
Bahrain on Monday renewed its 
appeal to Qatar to sign a joint 
petition asking the World Court 
to settle their long-running bor- 
der dispute. 

A Foreign Ministry statement 
said such a petition to the Inter-- 
npt jnnai Cotut of Justice in the 
Hague was necessary “to avoid 
any further delay in solving the 1 
differences existing between tbe 
-two states." 

: It said that “the State of, 
Bahrain hopes that the State of. 
Qatar will agree to the signature 
of the special agreement pre- 
sented to Qatar so that they may 
go to the International Court of 
Justice together by means of a 
joint application." 

It was the second such cal! 
made by the Bahraini govern- 
ment in recent weeks. 

Bahrain earlier this month sub- 
mitted a rebuttal of a Qatari 
request to adjudicate in tbe dis- 
pute over a duster of barren but 


potentially oil — and gas-rich 
islands and reefs. 

“In the absence of a negotiated 
solution, all matters of difference 
existing between the two states 
should be referred to tbe ICJ 
jointly by means of. a special 
agreement to reach a final solu- 
tion which will be binding,” the 
Bahraini statement, carried by 
the Gulf News . Agency, said. 

Qatar said on June 6 it would 
abide by any ruling the World 
Court might make on their dis- 
pute. 

Bahrain, which has always 
maintained that the two sides 
should go together to the court, 
wants tbe court to look at tbe 
wider issue of sea and land 
boundaries while Qatar wants it 
to focus on a few islands which 
are at the heart of the row. 

They are controlled by Bahrain 
under a border demarcation de- 
ckled when Britain handled the 
foreign affairs to the two states in 
the 1930s. 


Libyan minister urges 
West to ‘open new page’ 


SIRTE, Libya (Agencies) — 
Libya's foreign minister urged the 
United States on Monday to 
“open a new page” in relations 
with bis country but gave no hint ' 
whether be thought two men 
accused of bombing a Pan Am 
airliner should be surrendered to 
the West. 

Ibrahim Mohammad Beshari, 
secretary for foreign liaison, was 
addressing the General People's 
Congress, Libya’s equivalent of a 
parti ament, which has been 
charged with deciding; whether to 
hand over the two men for trial in 
the West 

Mr. Beshari said “basic peo- 
ples* conferences 1 ' around Libya 
had affirmed they wanted to nor- 
malise relations with all countries 
including the United States 
“which we call to dialogue, to 
respond to this call of reason, to 
open a new page of relations with 
tibya in the context of interna- 
tional law.” 

He called for simil ar dialogue 


with Britain and -France, ti 
other two Western countri 
which have accused Libya of i 
volvement in airliner bombing 

The United Slates and Brita 
are seeking the surrender of ti 
two suspects in the bombing ov 
Lockerbie, Scotland, which kill 
270 people. They want the st 
pects tried in either count] 
France wants to investigate fo 
other Libyans in the 1989 bom 
ing of a French airliner ov 
Niger that killed 170 people. 

The General People's Co 
grass, meeting at Sirte, about 4 
kilometres southeast of the cap 
al Tripoli, is to decide the si 
pects* fate. 

The congress, which opened i 
June 13, is expected to end i 
Tuesday. A decision on the ft 
of the bombing suspects is < 
pected then. 

Mr.. Bisbari criticised Ar 
countries for adhering to t 

(Coathmed oa page 5) 


l *‘ v 

i i* * « 







Middle East News 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, 


Israeli parties battle for Arab vote 


By Said Ghazaii 

The Associated Press 

TAIBE — Abdul Rahman Haj 
Yehia, a middle-aged school prin- 
cipal with sparkling gray hair, has 
been busy hanging posters for the 
Israeli liberal party Meretz on 
house walls for Tuesday's elec* 
tion. 

The poster includes a photo of 
one of this Arab 'town's sons, 
Walid Sadek, a Meretz candidate 
for parliament. And many people 
here believe that will spell success 
for the party among the 13,500 
voters of Taibe. 

The town was a base for the 
Democratic Front for Peace and 
Equality and the Progressive List 
for Peace in the last election in 
1988. The two Arab parties gained 
4,647 votes, compared to only 
992 for Ratz and Mapam, which 
are now part of Meretz. 

But many voters here — and in 
the other Arab towns of Israel — 
are angry that rancorous quarrels 
between Arab politicians once 
again meant that they failed to 
combine into a single party. 

Israel's 400,000 voters could in 
theory command 18 seats in the 
120-member parliament if they 
could agree 'on one party, but 


they have always split their votes 
among Arab political leaders and 
Israeli parties. 

The vote reflects the Israeli 
Arabs* confused loyalties. They 
are citizens of the Jewish state, 
but they sympathised with their 
Palestinian brothers in the occu- 
pied territories. 

Since Israeli polls do not mea- 
sure the Arabs, there are no solid 
hints how they will vote. Abdul- ' 
lab Masarweh, a Labour Party 
campaigner, described the mood 
among Arab voters this year as 
“dispirited and grim." 

He and others in Taibe said 
Arabs were discouraged by the 
failure of their politicians to unite 
and the feeling that many Israelis 
now distrust Arabs even more 
after the Gulf war. 

Some said more Arabs will 
vote for liberal Israeli parties this 
year to support the peace pro- 
cess. Many also feel a vote for 
any of the Arab parties is a waste 
since they are never included in 
the government. 

Also, Muslim fundamentalists 
among the Israeli Arabs have for 
the first tune urged Arab citizens 
to vote, which is likely to increase 
the number of ballots cast. 

Most Israeli parties are cam- 


paigning hard in the Arab towns 
in [he area of northern Israel 
known at the triangle. In Taibe, 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s 
Likud Party has opened an office 
for the first time but is not ex- 
pected to gain many votes. 

Mr. Masarweh, who voted for 
the Democratic Front four years 
ago, is campaigning for Labour 
by telling people that the small 
Arab parties only have the power 
to protest, not to achieve results. 
Iu the last election, the Arab 
parties and the Arab-backed 
communists won only six seats. 

Mr. Ha] Yehia, the Meretz 
poster hanger, explained why he 
believes many in Taibe will vote 
for the liberal party. 

“It puts a left restraint on 
Labour, prevents the formation of 
a Likud-led government, and 

tiesfor their %il ure o/ unity.’^he 


ties for their failure of unity," he 
said. 

But there is another advantage 
for Meretz. Mr. Sadek, the par- 
ty’s Arab candidate, belongs to 
the town’s largest dan, making 
np about 17 per cent of the 24,000 
population. 

M I talk about equality between 
Arabs and Jews and a two-state 


solution for the Arab-Isracli con- 
flict, 44 Mr. Sadek said, explaining 
the platform be has been present- 
ing in the triangle’s villages. 

Dr. Zubair Taibi, who is cam- 
paigning for the Democratic 
Front for Peace and Equality, 
admits there is growing support 
here for Meretz and the Labour 
Party, both of which support re- 
turning some occupied land in a 
peace settlement with the Arabs. 

But he told a rally that Arabs 
who voate for an Israeli party are 
making a mistake. “They are 
Zionists and they will remain 
.Zionists,” he said. 

But foe mood seems more to- 
wards Israeli parties. The col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union has 
undermined land's Communist 
Party — a major vote getter 
among Arabs — and foe other 
Arab parties are suffering for 
their disunity. 

Abdul Hakim Haj Yehia, a 
clothes designer who was play- 
hing backgammon in a coffee 
shop, said he would not vote for 
any of foe Arab parties for just 
that reason. 

“The Arabs will never have an 
Arab political weight,” he com- 
plained. 


Facts and 
figures 

TEL AVIV (AP) — On Tuesday, 
Israelis go to foe polls to elect foe 
13th Knesset, or parliament. Vo- 
ters do not cast their ballots for 
individual candidates hut rather 
for political parties who will fill 
foe 120-member legislature 
according to the percentage of 
foe vote their party wins. 

Twenty-five parties are running 
this time, and each seat is worth 
about 22,000 votes. But parties 
must receive at least 40,000 votes, 
or 1.5 per cent of votes cast, to 
get in. 

There are currently 19 separate 
parties in parliament. 

Since no party has ever won a 
majority, Israel has been always 
governed by coalitions with other 
parties. The leader of the party 
able to put together a coalition, 
usually the largest party, will be- 
come the prime minister. 

Israel also has a president who 
is elected by the parliament, but 
his job is largely ceremonial. 

There are 3.4 million eligible 
voters, including 530,000 new vo- 
ters. Voter tornoot has averaged 
around 80 per cent. 


Women set to lose again in Israeli election 


By Maijorie CHster 
Reuter 

TEL AVIV — In the beginning, 
Israel's socialist pioneers proc- 
laimed women equal to men. 

Then came Golda Meir, who 
took the helm as foe Jewish 
state's first woman prime minister 
in 1969. 

Since she resigned in 1974, it’s 
been all downhill, say Israeli 
women candidates in Tuesday’s 
genera] election. 

Israel’s female population is 
2,646,000 — 203,000 more than 
men. But only nine women sat in 
foe old 120-seat parliament and 
'there is only a slight chance of 
more being elected this time. 

“The question is why we need 
. more women. Because the men 
-haven't done too well lately,*' 
said Nomi Chazan, a political 


science professor and candidate 
for foe left-wing Meretz party. 

The steady rise of the right to 
power and increasing militarisa- 
tion of Israeli society has set 
women bade in politic;, Ms. Cha- 
zan said. 

The outgoing government: of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
was dominated by hawkish for- 
mer generals who led the Jewish 
state into a string of rows with its 
guardian ally the United States. 

“There is a connection be- 
tween women's representation 
and the ideological positions of 
the parties they are involved in. 
Right-wing parties have less 
women's representation than par- 
ties of the centre-left,'’ Ms. Cha- 
zan said. 

Women are virtually unrepre- 
sented where it really counts. No 
female minsters sat in the last 


cabinet and only one woman was 
in foe powerful Knesset foreign 
affairs and defence committee. 

But there is a bright spot — 
two parties, foe dovish Meretz 
and the Women's Party, are 
beaded by women. 

Polls show Meretz, a grouping 
of three small left-wing parties 
beaded by civfl rights champion 
Sh ulanri t Aloni, will form the 
third largest bloc after Likud and 
Labour. 

Ms. Aloni has focused her bat- 
tle for women’s rights on ending 
ultra-orthodox rabbis’ exclusive 
control over marriage under 
which a wife cannot obtain a 
divorce without her husband's 
consent. She has not succeeded. 

“As long as the woman is the 
property of her husband, this is 
religious slaveiy,” Ms. Aloni 


said. 

Under foe last Shamir govern- 
ment her party won equal pay 
and welfare for women but failed 
to push through legislation to 
liberalise abortion. 

The women’s Party, headed by 
59-year-old Ruth Resnick, a 
champion of battered wives, is 
one of the 25 parties competing 
but has virtually no chance of 
winning a parliamentary seat. Its 
female opponents across foe poli- 
tical spectrum want all the major 
parties to embrace feminist 
issues. 

Yael Dayan, daughter of late, 
war hero Moshe Dayan and a 
first-time candidate for the 
Labour Party, said Jewish and 
Middle Eastern traditions had de- 
nied women access to the corri- 
dors of power. 



Libya blames 17 blast deaths on sanctions 

NICOSIA (R) — Seventeen Libyan blast victims perished because 
United Nations sanctions hampered treatment of their injuries, 
Libya's official news agency JANA reported. It said the death toll 
was now 30 and more lives were in danger. The blast devastated foe 
area around an explosives depot near Assawani, 21 kilometres 
southwest of the capital Tripoli, on Saturday. The agency said 
many victims were too badly hurt to be treated in Libya and could 
not be flown abroad because the U.N. has cut all air links in a 
dispute over aircraft bombings. It said 17 rictnns died while being 
taken to Tunisia by road or to Malta by sea rescue speedboat Most 
.of the dead were women and children, it said. According to foe 
daily newspaper A! Jamahiriya “it would have been possible to 
save 17 cases, had our Arab brothers not upheld (Security Council) 
Resolution 748," JANA said. 

Yeltsin expected to visit S. Arabia in July 

DHAHRAN (R) — Russian President Boris Yeltsin is expected to 
visit Saudi Arabia and Egypt In July, authoritative sourqps in the 
kingdom said. It will be his first official trip to the region as leader 
of foe Russian Republic. The sources said Mr. Yeltsin’s talks in 
Saudi Arabia would focus on Saudi investment and financial 
backing for industrial and oil projects in Russia. They said he 
would also visit Egypt to discuss bilateral relations. The sources did 
not give other details. 

Rabbi Schneerson’s condition improves 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 90-year-old spiritual leader of foe 
Lubavitcher Jews continued his recovery from gallbladder jsurgery 
at Mount Sinai Hospital Sunday. Rabbi Menacbem Schneerson 
remained in foe hospital's intensive care unit but was listed in 
stable and satisfactory condition, said a hospital administrator. She 
said Rabbi Schneerson's condition was much improved from 
Saturday. Rabbi Schneerson underwent a 2 Vis-hour operation to 
remove his gallbladder Thursday after tests revealed the organ was' 
gangrenous. At the hospital and in services at .Synagogues around 
the city Saturday, members of the Lubavitcb sect of Hasidic Jews 
marked the Sabbath by praying for their leader's speedy recovery. 
Hundreds of Lubavitcheis also gathered at the sect’s work! 
headquarters In the Crown Heights section of Brooklyn. 
Thousands of get-well messages had been received from the U.S. 
and elsewhere, said a Lubavitcher spokesman. The Lubavitchers, 
one of several sects of Judaism’s ultra-orthodox Hasidic move- 
ment, claim a million adherents worldwide, but other estimates put 
their numbers as low as 100,000. 


Infestation in Libya declared eradicated 

ROME (AP) — An infestation of tire new world screw worm in 
Libya, which could have ' spread through Africa and the Middle 
East, has been eradicated, the U.N. .Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) said Sunday. The Libyan government was 
making the announcement at a ceremony in Tripoli, more than a 
year since the last case of infestation, tire Rome-based agency said. 
The parasite had never been seen outside the Americas until it 
appeared in Libya in 1988, apparently on sheep imported from 
South America. The female fly attacks animals with open wounds 
and, unless treated, cattle can die in a few days. The eradication 
programme used sterile insect technique that has rid the United 
States and Mexico of tire pest. Every week for 11 months last year, 
a chartered DC-8 shipped 40 million sterilised male flies from a 
plant in Mexico to Libya, where they were dispered over the 
infested area, the FAO said. Female flies that mated with the 
imported, sterile males produced sterile eggs, breaking foe life 
cycle. 

Egyptian lawyer jailed for bad cheque 

CAIRO (R) — A Cairo court sentenced lawyer Rashad Nabih to 
three years imprisonment on Monday for writing a bad cheque for 
1.54 billion Egyptian pounds ($460 million) in connection with a 
massive Islamic banking scandal. Judge Jamal Al Kholi, said Mr. 
Nabih could pay one million pounds ($757,000) as an alternative to 
prison. The dieque was meant to repay some 187,000 depositors in 
foe collapsed Al Rayan Islamic Investment Company. Mr. Nabih, 
who entered the Rayan case qs the lawyer representing foe 
company’s chairman, Ahmad Tawfik Abdul Fattah, offered last 
. May to buy Rayan’s assets for 1.54 billion pounds on behalf of a 
mystery investor. He signed the cheque in court in October but on 
Nov. 11, was remanded in custody, charged with issuing tire dieque 
without funds to cover it. Mr. Abdul Fattah and 12 other people 
went on trial last February charged with swindling investors out of 
a total of 1.9 billion Egyptian pounds ($570 million). 


French AWACS monitoring Libya, Yugoslavia 

PARIS (R) — French AWACS airborne radars are monitoring 
aircraft movements in Yugoslavia and Libya to check that United 
Nations sanctions are being implemented, an air force spokesman 
said Monday. He said the AWACS were collecting information for 
French authorities and were not flying missions for international- 
organisations. 


Moshe Feldman, the ultra- 
orthodox Jewish head of the 
Knesset finance committee, in- 
censed feminists earlier this year 
by declaring women should not 
even be allowed to vote, let alone 
win a parliament seat. 

This sort of remark makes 
many women sigh for the good 
old days. When Israel was formed 
in 1948 they had to drive tractors 
and fight in the army — just like 
their men. Then they drifted back 
into their traditional role of 
homemaker. 

Ms. Dayan said: “There were 
no hi gh - rankin g women in tire 
army and as a result people who 
left the army and walked into, 
politics were men. Everything 
was in the hands of men and it’s 
very difficult to remove them 
now.” 


Sudanese 
politician 
cuts tour 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudanis 
top Muslim fundamentalist politi- 
cian has returned home after 
cutting short a foreign tour during 
which he was assaulted by a 
Sudanese exile in Canada. 

Radio Omdunnan said on 
Monday fundamentalist leader 
Hassan Abdallah AJ Turabi re- 
turned to Khartoum Sunday. 

Dr. Turabi, head of the 
National Islamic Front (NIF),. 
was taken to hospital last month 
with serious bead injuries after 
receiving a karate drop from dis- 
sident Hashim Badr Eddin. 

There was no dear motive for 
the attack at Ottawa airport by 
the former bodyguard to a Gulf 
Arab monarch. 

Dr. Turabi is a controversial 
politician who has made enemies' 
from many Sudanese opposed to 
the fundamentalist policies of his 
NIF, banned with other political 
parties when military leader 
.Lieutenant-General Omar Has- 
san Al Bashir seized power in 
1989. 

Many Sudanese are also wor- 
ried by what they say is Dr. Ttaabfs 
growing influence on the Bashir 
government. 

Gen. Bashir says Dr. Turabi 
has no role in his government and 
charges foe NIF leader of being 
one of the discredited politicians 
the military have accused of nrin- 
’ing Sudan’s economy. 

Nevertheless Gen. Bashir has 
implemented almost all the poli- 
cies the NIF said it would intro- 
duce if voted to power, notably 
the adoption of the Islamic penal 
code. 





Iraqi farmers at tfecfr burnt-out forms iu northern Iraq. Onset) a warplane photographed whfle ffrtag 
over northern Iraq (Photos by Cara Hansmn) ' 

Journalists confirm Iraqi crops 
burnt from ‘air-provoked’ action 


By lea Wahbeh - 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN 7- Amid repeated 
Iraqi charges that American 
warplanes are burning cereal 
crops in northern Iraq, three 
independent American jour- 
nalists have just returned form 
a visit to the Mosul region with 
proof that the plants had in- 
deed burn t from up down- 
wards and warplanes were still 
criss-crossing Iraq’s airspace. 

'■ The journalists, two working 
for the radio progr am me Sun 
Radio International in Florida 
and Washington and one for 
the Washington weekly Spot- 
light, are positive that the 
burning was an air-provoked 
action, but are cautious to 
name the perpetrators. 

‘Tve seen similar actions be- 
fore and from the look of the 
wheat stalks it was obvious that 
they had burnt from up down,” 
said Andy Arnold from Spot- 
light. 

However, Mr ; Arnold dis- 
missed as a propaganda stunt 
the Iraqi charges that Amer- 
ican planes were responsible 
for the action. 

On June 16, Iraq handed in a 
protest note to U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros GhaH saying 
that U.S. planes had dropped z 
torch on a- grain collection area 
in Bafchira on June 7, and 
flhmutiatyflarra near a field In 
the Mahalabiya area bn June 9. 
The note added that on June 
10 fire broke out in fields near 
the village of Tarjila, near the 
northern province on Nineveh. 

Subsequently, an Iraqi 
government-run newspaper 
Jaod Washington should pay' 
damages for the destroyed 
wheat and barley crops. 

Conceding that if it was an 
American action, the burning 
of crops could have been an act 
of demoralisation — a 
“psychological” tactic — Lais 
Hansson, from foe Florida 
radio programme, dismissed 
out of band the idea that Iraqis 
could have stage-managed it. 
“I do not believe they would 
burn their own crops, especial- 
ly after the unusual rainy sea- 
son that helped obtain a good 
crop,” be said. 

Having covered Central 


America, South East Aria and 
the Middle East, and working 
as an investigator of U.S. 
covert operations, Mr. Hans- 
son asserted he had seen such 
“psychological ” actions before 
(in Cuba, for example) and this 
strengthens his conviction that 
“America could easily have 
■been behind foe actions in foe 
Mosul area.” 

The visit to Iraq by the three 
journalists lasted for eight 
days. On June 17, when they 
were taken 40 kilometres west 
of Mosul, a day after foe field 
was burnt, warplanes were 
flying over and Mr. Hansson 
managed to take a few shots of 
the planes. “They could have 
been Turkish, Iraqi, Iranian, 
American or allied planes,” he 
.said, pointing out that even a 
blowup would not make it 
possible . to distinguish the 
markings on the plane's fusel- 
age. 

“When we go home, we win 
-have experts identify the 
planes (from the photos taken) 
since in Iraq it was impossible 
to do so,” Mr. Hansson. said, 
adding that one big question 
mark on his mind was the 
presence of “35 to 40 dearly 
■Western European pilots who 
have descended in foe Isbtar 
(Sheraton) Hotel in Baghdad 
and we could not even 
approach them to say hello.” 

The pilots, who, according 
to Mr. Hansson, wore khaki 
uniform s With blue epaulettes 
and silver stars, “were Dutch, 
'British, German.” 

“I think the people' of Iraq 
and the rest of the world de- 
serve to know who. they are ' 
and what they, so many, are 
doing there,” 'said Mr. Hans- 
son, adding that an a tte mp t to 
contact the U.N. agricultural 
team in Baghdad “to have 
some points clarified” came to 
no fruition. “We were never 
called back.” 

Although the journalists 
were told tilings through an 
interpreter, “the villagers we 
saw seemed perfectly genuine 
in their discussions and one 
said they had seen the Amer- 
ican flag on the belly .of a 
plane,” according to Mr. 
Hansson, who also said it was 
impossible for the villagers to 


have been coached for the en- 
counter with the American 
visitors. 

Tim Iraqi protest note to the 
U.N. said the hostile U.S. acts 
constituted a flagrant and un- 
justifiable violation. It added 
that such acts are only meant 
to inflict harm on the Iraqi 
people and their propert y . 

If the airspace violation 
foiled to elicit comment from 
Mr. Arnold, U.S. President 
George Bush's policy vis-a-vis 
Iraq was strongly criticised. 

“The uneasiness in the coun- 
try (brought about by the U.N. 
-sanctions) affects only the 
poor. Bush should realise that 
he miscalculated. He would be 
-wise to revise his policy and 
allow funds for buying food 
and medicine be released,” 
Mr. Arnold said. 

And as if the sanctions were' 
not enough, Mr. Hansson ’s 
•estimates, after being told that 
2,000 tonnes of wheat had 
-been burnt on 6,000 dunams. 
. (in one of five similar modems 
around Mosul), were that 
,*35,000 Iraqis “could have lived 
on. this wbeat-for a whole year 
on their rationing system.” 

The journalists, who, after a 
one-day stop in Amman, were 
returning home, said they had 
quite a few stories to tell and 

■*; points to maKer' "" 

- '' One thing thaf eanght tbeir 
attention but* could not be cor* 
■^rtJborated “despite repeated 
request and promises was 
-allegations that Israeli equip- 
ment (planes and ammunition 
casings) bad been used during 
the Gulf war. 

“One engineer fold me he- 
saw the blue (David's) star on 
the fuselage of a plane through 
binoculars,” said Mr. Arnold. 
“And officials promised to 
show ns ammo casings, of 
which they say they have a 
tot,” he added, expressing re- 
gret that the visit ended with- 
out the “evidence” being pro- 
duced for them to see: 

The team’s conclusion . bn 
the burning of the crops might 
take some time to be reach. 
But one tiring was made dear 
•by the journalists: “Genuine” 
admiration for the .speed with 
which the Iraqis are working 
on rebuilding their country. • 


Palestinian directors launch film festival 


PALESTINIAN and Israeli Arab 
directors are holding their first- 
ever film festival m East Jeru- 
salem this week, hoping it will be 
a cornerstone of an independent 
Palestinian film indnstry. 

The week-long festival, which, 
opened Saturday night, will 
screen the works mostly of Israel- 
bom Arabs, like Michel KheHfi, 
Gazans such as Rashad Mashar - 
awi and' others born in Jordan or' 
Lebanon, who have been work- 1 
ing abroad in Europe and foe 
U.S. 

“For many Palestinians, and 


espcdally those involved in jour- 
nalism, Western television pro- . 
forcers’ attitudes, although well- 
meaning, were troubling, says 
the introduction to the fflm festiv- 
al brochure, explaining the. need, 
for an nktependent -Palestinian 
film industry to portray Palesti- 
nian life and concerns. 

M&st of the films deal with 
various facets of foe intifada and 
'political life from an exclusively* 
Palestinian point of view, while 
some Israeli Arab directors, such 
as Hanna Elias, provide interest- 
ing insights into Israeli Arab 


society. 

Since the intifada began, 
Palestinians are said to have be- 
come avid watchers of television 
documentaries about themselves 
and lately many have becomJ^ 
involved m film as a profession, 
as cameramen permanently sta- 
tioned in camps and- towns, pro- 
viding unedited film for foreign 
television companies. 

As a remit, film today is prob- 
ably considered a more effective 
communication medium than art, 
poetry and theatre. 

— The Jerusalem Post 
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Protest Haya Hospital (03)314111 
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ttii By Nut. Sadi 
P Sjwpa/ to foe Jordan 7nm» 

j j/ AMMAN — As financial conditi- 
r bonB' and social hardships worsen 
i snd s aemployment increases in 
|.th® KraeB-ocaipied territories, 
; the United Nations -Relief and 
^ Works Agency (UNRWA) hopes 
! < to fagfafignt in a meetingTtasday 
: with 24 donor countries major 
•.initiatives to create self- 
suffidicncy anKmg the Palest^ 
mans. : 

I ^.Th e donor .countries- make 
fihanoal contributions to UN- 
RWA which offers health, ednca- 
. tkn^and social services to the 
■.Palestinians livmg in the occupied 
territories, Syria; Lebanon and 
. Jordan. . 

The two-day dosed session will 

1 focus on both the socio-economic 

- conditions of Palestinians and 
, .UNRWA’s budget. Foreign 
; Minister Kamel Abu Jaber and 

• UNRWA Commissioner General 

- liter Turkmen will open the 
I meeting. 

: "It is an important meeting as 

; it allows for an informal exchange 
« between the donor countries and 

• UNRWA,” Lynn Faffing, UN- 
RWA’s deputy chief of pnblic 
infor m a t i on , told the press at a 
btefing Monday. 

Mr. Failing said that the agen- 
cy, which has increased its in- 


session to focus on 
id refugee condition 


come from special contributions 
for specific projects, is facing 
budgetary difficulties "because of 
the natural population increase 
and the increase of the number of 
refugees seeking UNRWA’s ser- 
vices.” 

One budgetary problem is the 
agency's shelter rehabilitation 
schemes, winch build or repair 
broken-down buildings. 

UNRWA will be requesting 
$3.9 million for the Gaza Strip 
from the donor countries, $2.6 
million for the West Bank and 
‘ $3.6 million for Lebanon. 
According to Mr. Failin g, tim 
would meet the needs of its more 
dilapidated buildings. But, ’be 
added that although the amount 
allocated for the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip would complete 2.000 
shelters, 5,000 more would still 
need to be rebuilt or repaired. 

The European Community, the 
single largest donor to UN- 
RWA’s regular budget, 
announced last week that it was 
granting $6.7 milfion to help build 
the first major hospital in the 
Gaza Strip. The hospital will be 
located near Khan Younis in 
southern Gaza and its construc- 
tion will begin early next year. 
Japan also donated $6.9 million 
earlier this month for the purch- 
ase of flour for distribution 
among the Palestinian refugees. 


(Lntribu- 


Io 19&1, Japan’s total contribu- 
tion of over $27.2 million was the 
second largest UNRWA received 
from a government. 

In an attemjpt to highlight the 
plight and initiatives of the agen- 
cy to the delgates, UNRWA will 
show a documentary oh UN- 
RWA’s income generation prog- 
ramme. Currently in Jordan, af- 
ter having started in tfie West 
Bank, the programme oners ab- 
out $4,000 to $7,000 :in loans 
targstted at small entrepreneur 
and medium-scale businesses in 
order to develop income and 
infrastructure. 

Another documentary will de- 
pict conditions of refugee shelters 
and UNRWA’s rehabilitation 
scheme. “Last year’s harsh winter 
has contributed to their worsen- 
ing conditions. The conditions 
are fry no means satisfactory,” 

according to Mr. Failing. 

Five dippings produced for 
Cable News Network, World Re- 
port on Lebanon and Jordan, 
returnees from Kuwait and health 
care in the Gaza Strip will also be 
seen by the delegates. 

During the final session cm 
Wednesday, UNRWA's Gaza 
field office director will review 
the current situation in the Gaza 
Strip. Reports from Tuesday’s 
working group meeting will afro 
be presented. 


No foreign folklore at Jerash 92 


By Maha Added 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — For the first time in 
its eleven year history, the Jerash 
Festival -will not have non-Arab 
foDdme groups when the 10-day 
opens doors on July 15, according 
to the general manager of the 
festival’s events, Akram Masar- 
web. 

In a press conference in 
Shmefrani Monday, Mr. Masar- 
wch said that with the new roads 
leading to Jerash still under con- 
struction, many people will be' 
cfccouraged from going to the 
festival. He explained that the 
added expense of bringing in 
foreign folkore group would not 
be offeet by turnout. The festival, 
be said, already faces financial 


^ | ; -Mr- Masarweh said that there 
j will be alternative roads leveling 
zr*"' 1 WJteVkJfod- wfll. be used this 
! yea£ 'Tiie road through Zarqa, 
i I ?$.$$foneh leading to 
.j r _ ; wfljbe one .alternative, while the 
• ! other wifi be the Bireen, Shaffa 

. "'ll—. ! Badran road that links with the 

J freeway leading to Jerash.” He 
' ; added that plans wifi be published 

! jn newspapers when the time for 
"“I ' the festival draws doser. 

' .X-c , Mr. Masarweh said that the 
'/.“T- ; pfra this' year is to limit the 

■'..Vgjjik ■ number of cars on die Jerash 
by using pubfic transporta- 
z .r% I tioo^"An agreement between tiie 
■' — < festival managment has been 

' :t \w ■ s ®°“f'With the Jordan Express 
-• Tourist (JETT) whereby the lat- 

: j provide daOy bus trips 

' ■ ’*• . * from. Amman to Jerash and back 


again. We have afro agreed with 
the Public Transport Corporation 
to provide daily bus services from 
Irbid, Salt. Zarqa and other 
Jordanian cities to Jerash at 
nominal costs.” He said, adding 
that these transportation services 
provide festival tickets and trans- 
portation fees in a package. 

Mr. Masarweh said that since 
the Jerash Festival is embarking 
pn its second decade it is worth 
mentioning the longterm objec- 
tives. “During the craning de- 
cade, the Jerash Festival shall aim 
towards becoming the recognised 
and acknowledged “festival of fes- 
tivals* where the festival will be 
transformed - imp an annual 
crowning forum for the proces- 
skm of culture ’and artistic ex- 
pression and excellent* through- 
out Jordan and the Arab World,” 
he said. . 

He added that- the Jerash' Fes- 
tival .has provided ..Jordanian, 
Arab and international cultural 
and artistic talent with a platform 
for public expression. Its focus 
has included poetry recitals, liter- 
ary reviews and critiques, hand- 
icraft displays and book exhibits. 

“The cinema has always been 
considered among the most im- 
portant media of artistic express- 
ion, a matter that has not escaped 
die attention of the Jerash Festiv- 
al. It is, no doubt, regrettable 
that this medium of artistic ex- 
pression was not given its due 
during the preceding decade. We 
are, nonetheless, giving serious 
consideration to arranging a 
Jerash Film Festival in coopera- 
tion with the Jordan Cinema 


:3 j Scientists agree regional 
i seed sharing secures food 


'-AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan gives 
due attention to the production of 
mmroved seeds and hopes to be 
able to contribute to the estab- 
lishment of a regional network 
..that will exchange expertise, 
..according to Ghaleb Abu Urabi, 
^secretary-general of the Ministry 


/ r - j'! Agriculture. 

Joixian also 




rU Jordan also hopes that suffi- 
_ --dent training wifi be provided to 
- Jte workers and experts in seed 
oKxtactirar to help contribute to 
,'^foocl secu ri ty, said Mr. Urabi at 
for opening of a workshop orga- 
.nised here by tte International 
-..Gentie for Agricultural Research 
*in tiie Dry Areas (1CARDA) and 
the German agency for technical 
cooperation (GT2l). 

The workshop entitled Regkm- 
-al Seed Network Workshop wifi 
end on June 25 and is being 
attended by del e ga t es from 12 
countries in the West Aaan^and 
• North African region. 

Mr. Urabi said that there was a 
: need for iGARDA to help coun- 


tries of these regions. exchange 
expertise and unify their seed 
testing techniques to promote pro- 
ductioii. 

IGARDA Regional Coordina- 
tor Nasri Haddad said that 
ICARDA was concerned with 
establishing a regional network 
and will do all it can to provide 
training to personnel. 

' Thirty senior scientists and Offi- 
cials working in seed technology 
and production are participating 
in the workshop. They come from 
Jordan, Yemen, Egypt, Tunisia, 
Iraq, Morocco, Algeria, Leba- 
non, Syria, 'Turkey, Cyprus and 
Libya. 

The four-day meeting will 
focus on regional cooperation in 
seed technology and production, 
to benefit farmers and will ffisenss 
establishing a seed network that 
will facilitate the exchange of 
information, materials on seed- 
testing techniques and standard 
procedures for high-quality seed 
production, ICARDA said. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King congratulates Luxemobourg 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein sent Monday a 
cable to the Grand Duke of Luxembourg to congratulate her in ‘ 
his name and on behalf of the Jordanian government and people 
on her conntryV national day. Eng Hussein wished the duke 
good health and happiness and the people of Luxembourg further 
progress and prosperity. 

Lower House to meet 


AMMAN (Petra)— The Lower House of Parliament will bold a 

* ■ . ... V . i J ■ 1 ti.A.1 


it The House will resume discussion erf the p o litical 
law. 



WHAT’S 



TV ExMbitfan of printin g s fay 
Mohammad A! Jafoos at 
. Batadaa Art Gallery . 

■fr Art exhibition by Sumer 
Obddat at the Royal Calta- 
ral Centre. 



the Pair iri Intan people and 
their conditious in the 
occupied territories and the 
at Abdul Hamecd 
Shoman Foundation — 
£30 pJB. 



Ensour urges Turkey to 
import Jordanian goods 



Scientists from aromid the world discuss renewable energy 


resources. 


International experts 
discuss renewable 
energy resources 


Club, the Cinema Committee of 
Abdul Hameed Shoman Founda- 
tion and other in te res ted orga- 
nisations. The objective is to de- 
velop a greater awareness of the 
significance and importance of 
this form of artistic expression 
among the Jordanian pnblic. 
Should our efforts prove success- 
ful such a festival will be held 
annually each July,” he said. 

According to Mr. Masarweh,. 
the eleventh Jerash Festival will* 
address three principal areas of 
interest. The first area relates to 
the structuring of a well inte- 
grated programme of artistic ex- 
perssion designed to address 
adult audiences. F&r this occasion 
the festival has chosen the pre- 
mier showing of the play “The 
Rainmaker” written by the Sy- 
rian playwrite-Duraid Laham.lt 
will bei. held, aj foe southern 
theatre of the ancient city erf 
.Jerash. The famou? finger Julia! 
Butros wifi perform. Jfrom heij 

.repertoire of. Arabic, gpngs that! 
falT well within foe social ana 
humanistic tradition that char- 
acterised the repertoire of tiie 
gifted artist Mardel Khalifa last 
year. Mr. Mfihem Barakat, the 
talented and distinguished singer, 
will perform at the festival. 

Mr. Masarweh -said that the 
second area wifi focus on provid- 
ing programmes directed at youn- 
ger audiences and will be held, 
appropriately, during the morn- 
ing -sessions at theatres in Am- 
man. I-aham has written a- new 
play, entitled “The Happy Bird”, 
especially for children in which he 
afro performs. The Royal Cultu- 
ral Centre for Ballet has afro 
agreed to present for the first 
time a ballet directed at young 
audiences. The Arab Music Insti- 
tute and die Haya Cultural Cen- 
tre have arranged programmes 
and presentations for children 
during the Jerash Festival. 

He said that the third and final 
area emphasises Arab poetry and 
literature. Poetry festivals have 
always been an integral and in- 
separable part of the Arab cultu- 
ral tradition and heritage. True to 
this tradition, the festival has 
made arrangements for inviting 
promising contemporary Arab 
poets to compete in recitals be- 
fore select amfiences and their 
peers. These events are designed 
to focus on emerging talents and 
to provide such talents with much 
needed recognition- The culmina- 
tion of these events will be the 
ceremony wherein three of the 
top contestants are awarded cer- 
tificates of merit. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Delegates 
from 15 countries gathered at the 
University of Jordan Monday for 
a three-day conference on renew- 
able energy resources, organised 
in cooperation with tiie United 
Nations Ed uc a t io na l, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO). 

The delegates are scheduled to 
review 66 research papers related 
to energy ranging from solar pow- 
er and its applications, to wind 
power, organic gas and other 
renewable energy sources, 
according to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion, University of Jordan Presi- 
dent Fawzi Gharaibeh stressed 
the need for the search of renew- 
able energy sources which can 
replace traditional sources with 
the help of a national program- 
me, foreign countries and inter- 
national organisations. 

Dr. Gharaibeh said that the 
Earth Summit held recently in 
Brazil sounded the alarm about 
the dangers inherent in unorga- 
nised and rash exploitation of the 
natural resources. He said such 
exploitation was detrimental to 


the environment and human 
health. 

There were also speeches by a 
representative of the Industrial 
Development Bank, the deputy 
president of the Jordanian En- 
gineers Association and the dean 
of the Engineering and Technolo- 
gy Facility at the University of 
Jordan. 

The three officials stressed Jor- 
dan’s endeavours in dealing with 
renewable energy resources, the 
need for Jordan to exploit other 
forms of energy and to use ofl 
shale found in abundance in tbe 
Kingdom. 

Tbe conference, according to 
the preparatory committee, aims 
at enabling the various delegates 
to exchange expertise on energy 
and to help Jordanian technicians 
and experts acquaint themselves 
with the latest trends in energy 
techniques. 

Taking part in the meetings are 
delegates from Iraq, Bahrain, 
Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, 
Egypt, Sudan, Libya, India, 
Pakistan, Slovenia, Bulgaria. Po- 
land and the United States, in 
addition to Jordan. 


All A board! Hijaz RR 
passenger service resumes 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan Mon- 
day urged Turkey to increase its 
imports of Jordanian products in 
a bid to adjust the trade imba- 
lance. 

Tbe call came from Minister of 
Industry and Trade Abdullah En- 
sour at a meeting with Turkish 
minister of State Erman Sahin, 
who is accompanied by a delega- 
tion of senior Turkish officials in 
Amman now visiting to review 
trade and economic cooperation 
between the two countries. 

The review is conducted under 
the umbrella of the Joint 
Jordanian-Turkish economic 
committee. 

Opening tbe first round of 
talks, Dr. Ensour said Jordan was 
delighted to witness tbe reactiva- 
tion of the committee’s work 
following a four-year break 
caused by instability m the Mid- 
dle East. 

Noting that the balance of 
trade between Jordan and Turkey 
heavily favoured Ankara, the 
minister said that Turkey can buy 
more Jordanian phosphate and 
potash, aluminium fluoride, medi- 
cines and veterinary products. 

According to Ministry of In- 
dustry and Trade official, Jordan 
last year imported $57 million 
worth of Turkish products and 
exported $13.7 million- worth of 
phosphate and potash, cigarettes 
and raw leather. 

Dr. Ensour said the joint com- 
mittee satisfied with what has 
been achieved m transport be- 
tween Turkey and Jordan and 
hopes that more efforts will 
be made to overcome obstacles 
impeding tbe flow of goods be- 
tween Jordan and Europe 
through Turkey as well as Tur- 
kish goods to other Arab coun- 
tries through Jordan. 

The minister underlined the 
need for a joint investment com- 
pany to deal with all these mat- 
ters and to pave the way for 
Jordan's participation in an in- 
ternational fair held in Ezmir 
soutbem Turkey. He afro called/ 
for increased! Turkish expertise 
to help Jordan in agriculture and 
in foe restoration of Islamic 
archaeological sites. 

The Turkish mini ster said that 
his country was ready to help 




i -il 


Above, members of foe joint Jonfanian-Torkish Economic Com- 
mittee talk trade. Below, the minister of industry and trade and tbe 
Turkish minister of state brief Prime Minister Sharif Zcid Ben 
Shaker on foe day’s events (Petra photo) 



adjust the balance of trade by 
facilitating the sale of Jordanian 
goods in Turkey. 

Mr. Sahin said trade fairs could 
help both countries to increase 
sale of national products to each 
other. 

The Turkish minister extended 
an invitation to Jordan to partici- 
pate in the Ezmir fair and called 
•on the joint Jordanian-Turkish 
chambers of industry and trade to 
bold meetings to pave the way for 
future cooperation. 

After foe initial meeting, both 
ministers railed on Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, who 


expressed satisfaction with the 
committee's progress. The prime 
minister highlighted the import- 
ance of regional cooperation. 

The two ministers briefed foe 
prime minister on the talks, 
which, in addition to trade and 
the economy, covered tourism, 
land and air transport, and cul- 
ture, according to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

Mr. Sahin afro had a meeting, 
Monday with Minister of Supply 
Mohamm ad-al-Saqqaf to discuss 
Jordan’s imports of Turkish meat 
and wheat and Turkish imports of 
Jordanian phosphate and potash. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanian- 
Hijaz Railway Monday 
announced the reintroduction of 
its Amman yith service between 
Amman and Damascus as of June 
27. triw ‘-J- ! : 

The announcement followed p , 
pseveral year hiatus Jn its .service. , 
Officials said trains will now be 
leaving Damascus every Monday 
morning and Amman every 
Saturday. 

In March 1990 Jordanian and 
Syrian officials agreed to boost 
cooperation in tourism, including 
the stimulation of land transport 
between Amman and Damascus. 

Saudis bar 
sheep 
for poor 

By Rana Sahhagh 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Saudi Arabia has 
prevented Jordanian poor from 
receiving their traditional share 
of sheep sacrificed by Muslims at 
this year’s pilgrimage in Mecca 
and Medina, officials said on 
Monday. 

They said the measure was a 
further sign of the deep strains in 
Jordanian-Saudi relations after 
the Gulf war in which Jordan 
criticised the Sandi-based anti- 
Iraq affiance. 

“They have not sent ns any of 
this year’s adahi (sacrificed 
sheep) and I don’t think we will 
get any,” a Jordanian official told 
Reuters. "It seems they want to 
use anything to hit bads at us and 
express anger at King Hussein, 
even saprifksd meat” 

Saudi embassy officials in Am- 
man were not immediately avail- 
able for comment. Riyadh, which 
severed aid to Jordan after tiie 
Gulf crisis, has still not returned 
its ambassador to Amman after 
recalling him in 1990. 

~ Pilgrims from all over the Mus- 
lim World traditionally pay for 
sheep which they smxifice in 
Mecca and give to the poor. 
Riyadh supervises distribution of 
tbe meat to Muslim countries. 

Jordanian officials said hun- 
dreds of tracks carrying sacrificed 
sheep passed through Jordan to 
Syria last week after the pilgrim- 
age ended. 

They said none stopped in Jor- 
dan, which had been expecting 
40,000 sacrificed sheep, foe num- 
ber it received last year shortly 
after tbe Gulf war ended. 

A Jordanian newspaper col- 
umnist on Monday criticised 
Riyadh for what he called politi- 
cisation of aid to tbe poor. 

,"The issue of adahi has been 
ttiiMonncd from a humanitarian 
matter that concerns the poor to a 
political matte r that has nothing 
to do with destitutes,” wrote 
Bader Abdul Haq in AI Ra’i. " 


The agreement followed a 1989 
decision to reactivate tbe Hijaz 
Railway for transport between 
foe two countries. 

Monday’s announcement did 
trot-' mention how foe service 
woul& affect foe transportation of 
goods between the two capitals, 
which has been going on uninter- 
rupted for years. 

Jordan is one of foe Arab 
countries that Lack proper rail- 
way services despite tracks and 
locomotives, and high demand 
for rail transport, according to 
Ministry of Transport officials. 

At present the Aqaba Railway 
Coroporation operates a line that 
carries phosphate produced in the 
south to Aqaba for export. There 
is afro a line linking Am man with 
Zaiqa and one that goes to Maan. 
The Zarqa line, however is spor- 
adic, dependent on the tourist 
season and excursion trips by 
schools. Tbe other is inactive. 

The Damascus- Amman Hijaz 
Railway dates hack to 1900. With 
German aid, foe Ottomans built 
the railway linking Istanbul with 
Hijaz (now in Saudi Arabia) to 
mainly carry pilgrims to Medina 
and Mecca. 


Toxic waste talks to discuss 
how to dump, store safely 


AMMAN (Petra) — ■ Jordan is 
taking part in a three-day region- 
al workshop on dangerous indust- 
rial waste which opened in Am- 
man Monday. Nine other Arab 
and foreign countries are also, 
participating. 

The organisers said that tbe 
delegates were scheduled to dis- 
cuss ways to dispose of poisonous 
waste and to safely transport and 
store such materials. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion, Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Abdul Razzaq Tubeishat 
said that Jordan was looking for- 
ward to the implementation of 
programmes designed to stem 
pollution through strict control of 
industrial zones and by proper 
treatment of solid wastes and 
fumes from industrial operations. 

Jordan is going ahead with 
plans to create industrial and 


handicraft zones, coordinating 
with the various local industries 
on plans for disposing of and 
dumping waste, in accordance 
with recognised specifications 
and standards. Dr. Tubeishat 
said. He added that poisonous 
waste has become a real "spectre 
of honor" for people everywhere 
since it ran pollute foe environ- 
ment and endanger people’s 
lives. 

Dr. Tubeishat has just returned 
from foe Earth Summit in Brazil 
which ended with a declaration 
urging international cooperation 
in ridding foe Earth of pollutants 
and in making foe planet safer. 

Tbe dumping of dangerous 
waste and poisonous materials by 
tbe developed countries in foe 
developing world is threatening 
all nations, said the minister. 
Indeed, he added, burying poison 
in foe ground is like creating a 
cancer that will cause severe 


harm to foe Earth’s natural re- 
sources and damage the climate, 
minister said. 

The United Nations Environ- 
ment Programme (UNEP) is 
organising the Amman meetings, 
through its regional office In 
Bahrain, together with foe Minis- 
try of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment. 

A UNEP delegate reminded 
the audience of the 1989 Basel 
agreement on foe trans-boundary 
movement of waste and - the 
dumping of toxins. He urged all 
concerned parties to take extra 
rare in dealing with such opera- 
tions and in controlling industrial 
activities. 

The Amman gathering is de- 
signed to help find foe most 
appropriate means of disposing of 
industrial waste, and tbe ' UNEP 
will continue to organise similar 
meetings and conferences, the 
UNEP official said. 


Brain-drain to brain- gain — project 
brings professionals home to help 


By Coshna Hadidi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan is not ex- 
empt from the long list of de- 
veloping nations suffering from 
“bram-dram.” Bat to reverse that 
tread from a “brain-drain’ into a 
“brain-gain” a United Nations' 
project is working to entice 
Jordanian scientists, technolog- 
ists and manage rs Irving abroad to 
return home and share their ex- 
pertise, if only on a temporary 


Called the Transfer of Know- 
ledge Thro ugh Expatriate 
Nationals, TOKTEN asks Third 
"World professionals abroad to 
volunteer their services for short, 
well-prepared consultancy assign- 
ments in their homeland. The 
volunteers are not paid a salary, 
bat their travel and firing costs 
are covered by the United Na- 
tions Development Programme 
(UNDP). 

In Jordan, the Royal Sc ientifi c 
Society (RSS) adopted TOKTfcN 
in 1989, and 37 expatriates have 
participated i n so far, said Rnla 
Bilbdsi, TOKTEN coordinator. 
The expatriates mainly .came 
'from the United States, but 
several from Canada, Europe, 
and the Gulf states have also 


Many Jordanian expatriates 
working abroad conduct research 
and have access to resources and 


laboratories t hat are not available 
in Jordan. TOKTEN offers them 
the o pportunity to come to Jor- 
dan on short-term assignments, 
daring which they offer their 
knowledge and expertise to help 
institutions and organisations. 

The TOKTEN unit at the RSS 
places these expatriates through 
advertisements and word-of- 
mouth, matching them with local- 
institutions that ask for experts in 
certain fields, the project finds 
about 80 per cent of the type of 
expertise that institutions re- 
quest, but it is difficult to find 
expert s in very specific areas, 
according to Ms. Biffieisi. “On 
the other hand, we also have 
experts in areas such as agricul- 
ture and economics, who are not 
requested locally at afi.” 

The demand, however, far ex-, 
needs the supply of experts, due.' 
to an increasing number of Jorda- 
nian organisations that would like 
to benefit from the programme. 
Experts receive no salary but 
oigamsations have to provide 
means of daily transport, a de- 
tailed work plan and an office. 
{“We would like to fulfill every 
request, but we have budget res- 
traints and work on a first-come, 
first-serve basis, except in ex- 
tremely urgent rases,” said Ms. 
BDbeisi. 

This year, 11 expatriates have 
been matched with institutions 


needing their expertise, and four 
have already arrived. On of these 
is Dr. Omar Razzaz, who teaches 
urban planning in the United 
States. The specialisation of Dr. 
Razzaz was needed in the RSS 
Building Research Centre, where 
he started work in June. 

“My assignment is to study an 
area in Zarqa called Jana’a and 
propose remedies for it,” said Dr. 
Razzaz. "Hopefully this will de- 
velop into a pilot project that ran 
be applied elsewhere.” 

Dr. Razzaz said be was glad to 
be able to cont ribute to Jordan 
'through the TOKTEN program- 
me, and that he knew a number 
of Jordanian expatriates who 
would like to do the same. ( 
“There are many highly trained 
Jor danians working in tiie United 
States who would value an oppor- 
tunity to come back and be quick- 
ly placed in positions where they 
can be useful, ” he said. “I know 
at least four Jordanian faculty 
members in my institution who 
are not in a position to come back 
permanently, but would like to 
contribute to Jordan.- This type of 
programme is ideal for them.” 
These experts ran be useful to 
Jordan because" they understand 
the culture and foe language and 
have a commitment to serve foe 
country, which cannot be found 
in foreign experts, said Dr. Raz- 
zaz. At the same tune, he consi- 
dered it a good idea to expand 


this programme to enable Jorda- 
nian professors who teach at fore- 
ign institutions to also spend time 
teaching at Jordanian institu- 
tions. This way they could tap 
into tbe wealth of resources and 
research available in the United 
States and contribute to their 
country at the same time, he said. 

"Jordanian University faculty 
have to make a tough choice," he 
said. “They can either stay 
abroad and do interesting re- 
search at the cutting edge of foe 
field, yet feel alienated and lose 
their connection to their home. 
Or, they can eome back to Jordan 
and not be able to continue their 
research because of lack of re- 
sources and scientific support sys- 
tems.” Dr. Razzaz said he wished 
there was a way to bridge those 
two extre mes and added that the 
TOKTEN programme was a 
valuable contributor towards this 


Ms. Bilbeisi said that a ll uni ts 
of the international TOKTEN 
project hold an annual confer- 
ence in which each country pre- 
sents a report on its activities', 
which are then evaluated. In the 
last meeting in November 1991; 
the TOKTEN programme of Jor- 
dan was evaluated as one of the 
most successful in the world, thus 
being assured of UNDP funding 
to continue for at least another 
two years, said Ms. Bilbosi. 
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Tolerance is the key 


THE ONGOING fighting and killing between individuals 
and groups of Muslims and Christian Copts in several 
Egyptian fitin and towns should sound the alarm that 
unless this retigkras conflict is checked and addressed in a 
meaningf ul way, it may snowball into more ominous 
dimensions. The religious friction between the two faiths 
bad been going on for some time now with no end in sight. 

Not rtiq* the intensity of this inter-faith fi ghting fa 
anything near the Lebanese civil war that raged there for 
more than 15 years and took the lives of hundreds of 
thousands at Lebanese people. But if this kind of conflict 
between Muslims and Copts is allowed to fester, the 
Egyptians may wake op to find themselves on the brink of a 
major disaster. 

Yet the authorities in Cairo appear to want to administer 
the wrong medicine to a spreading social and political 
disease. Egyptian Interior Minister Ahdnl Halim Musa 
seems to believe that tougher legislation is the answer to 
combat the new wave of violence. “We must review the legal 
situation if we want to end extremism and terrorism,” he 
was quoted as telling Parliament Saturday. 

Wldte more stringent laws on the kind of “extremism and 
te rrorism” that is going an in Egypt may be one of the ways 
to deal with the crisis, it is by no means the most effective or 
enlightened way to do so. Hie problem in Egypt, as 
elsewhere in the world where different religions have to exist 
side by tide, is the absence of any determined and 
affirmative policy by the governments concerned to promote 
and fofge positive r egions tolerance based on nmtnaJ 
respect, understanding and unity of purpose. 

It might be argued teat the present Egyptian government 
as wefl as past Eg y pti a n governments have not done 
everything in their power to promote and enc ou rag e 
religious harmony among the various sectors of the Egyp- 
tian people, and when they tried something they made 
unnecessary mistakes on the way. Whether in the fields of 
education or quality control of TV soap operas, for instance, 
Egyptian writers have been identifymg many problems 
which could have contributed to today’s religions mess. 
There has always been an urgent need m Egypt to promote 
better understanding betw e en Muslims and Copts not by 
legislation alone but also by sound educational and informa- 
tional methods that are capable of reducing the conflict to 
negligible proportions, if not solving it totally. 

With religions extremism on the rise in this part of the 
world, it fa about time to pursue new and enlightened 
policies that are aimed at preemptmg the land of dv3 and 
religious strife that has hit some countries, inHiwHng 
Europe, of late. Such policies should start with educating 
children at school and not end until society and social values 
are firmly ^ntrmfh^ in maximum tolerance and mutual 
understanding. 

Egypt obviously has not done its home work in this regard 
and is looking for shortcuts to deal with its own peculiar 
situation. The more fortunate among Arab ami other 
countries should therefore draw the necessary coocfnsfcms 
from the Egyptian experience and begin in earnest the effort 
to build up religions tolerance and cement respect for 
human rights. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Arabic daily Monday commented on the coming Israeli 
parliamentary elections noting that no peace can come hum the 
Likud or the Labour Parties, regardless which party wins the 
coming elections and forms a government in Israel. It should be 
noted that since Israel is mocking all international principles and 
refusing to comply with the requirements of a just peace, it is 
pointless to hope that they will create a climate opportune for 
peace except in such a manner that would serve toe Zionists' 
interests, said the paper. It said any peace coming from either toe 
Likud or Labour can never be conforming to the right and justice 
and can never be serving the cause of genuine peace based on 
international legitimacy. The paper said that the Arab states' 
problem lies in the fact that they bet on the false hope that the 
Israelis are willing to grant them bade their lands and their rights, 
said the paper. To make things worse is the fact that the Arab 
countries are counting on the United States to bring them bade 
their rights and restore their usurped territory at a time when 
these Arab states realise that it is the United States which is 
continually encouraging the Zionists to bold on to occupied Arab 
territory in defiance of the international legitimacy, noted ttoe 
daily. 


THE UNITED States is maintaining its blockade on the port of 
Aqaba, has dedded to suspend promised financial aid to Jordan 
and is doing all in its power to pressure toe Kingdom into 
complying with its whims and desires, said a columnist in A! fta’i 
Arabic duly. Fahd A1 Fanek said that the United States is 100 per 
cent convinced that Jordan is totally committed to toe rules of 
U.N. sanctions imposed on Iraq which are no more needed now 
that the war is over and Iraq is complying with toe U.N. 
resolutions. The writer said that the Americans are using the 
embargo as a means to starve toe civilian population of Iraq and 
deprive the sftk and old of the necessary medicine and food. 
Washington, at the same time, is pressuring Jordan into playing a 
more effective part in the U.S. conspiracy aimed at bringing about 


the downfall of the Iraqi regime and in placing stooges in 
Baghdad, linked to Iran, the U.S., Saudi Arabia and Syria, said 


toe writer. He said that though nobody had ever dreamt that 
Jordan would be the object of such pressure or revenge from toe 
U.S. and its allies, after fully complying with the requirements of 
the international legitimacy, concerning U.N. sanctions, and after 
adopting democratic rale and embracing the U.S.-sponsored 
Middle East peace process with Israel, noted the writer. He said 
that freezing U.S. aid to Jordan and maintaining the blockade on 
Aqaba can only indicate that the international legitimacy, 
democracy and human rights are of no value in the eyes of the sole 
leader of the so-called new world order. It is indeed regrettable 
and sad, said the writer, to see toe United States, the sole 
sup erpower in toe world, siding with the backward Arab regimes 
which do not believe in democracy. 


The View from Fourth Circle 



By Kami G» Qmri 


A very long time ago 


LAST week I suggested that toe troublesome combin ation of 
arrogance, provincialism and sheer power that characterises 
United States government policies towards toe rest of the worid 
will be one of toe enduring political dangers facing the next two 
generations of people, especially in developing countries. I did 
not expect the United States power structure to be so forthcoming 
as to provide two very neat examples of what I meant. 

Last week, the United States Supreme Court ruled that toe 
United States could apprehend wanted persons in other countries 
and b ring them to the United States for trial, despite the terms of 
existing bilateral extradition treaties or international law and 
conventions. The ruling was about a South American national 
who had been kidnapped by U.S. officials and brought to the U.S. 
for trial in a drugs- related matter, though we already bad the 
precedent of the United States invasion of Panama and the arrest 
and trial of former Panamanian leader Manuel Noriega. 

This is an extraodmaifly important signal from the United 
States power structure that may prove to be a very dangerous 
precedent, with implications for other parts of the world and 
other contentious issues. We now face a United States that has taken 
noon itself the formal role of the world's bailiff — unilaterally 
identifying suspects it wishes to pot on trial, and summarily 
kidnapping them and bringing them to the United States. Having 
frken over the role of the United Nations for international 
peace-keeping in the 1990-1991 Gulf crisis, the United States is 
now well on its way to usurping the international judicial 
prerogatives of toe World Court. 

The political message is both simple and offensive: the 
interests, inclinations, and sentiments of the United States cany 
more weight than those of other people — nevermind all that stuff 
about all people being created equal before God — and the 
United States will willingly disregard and override accepted 
international legal practices when it decides it is in its national 
interest to do so. In other words, America and Americans enjoy a 
greater moral and legal right to justice and to a redress of 
grievances than do other people. This is now formally and 
pubhcally man dated by tile highest judicial authority in the 
United States. If we do not like it, there is tittle we can do about 
it. Racism and neo-imperial delusions are harsh enemies — bat 
they must be fought, as vigorously in the United States as (hey 
have been fought in South Africa and other places where the 
racism is more overt. 


The Supreme Court ruling opens up toe possibility of a 
frightening new world of international brigandage dressed in toe 
legalistic mumbo-jumbo of toe U.S. judicial system, and en- 
veloped in the fuddy-duddy moral presumptnousness of a society 
so contorted by its own problems that it finds it easier to play 
sheriff than to consult a doctor and heal itself. This ruling may or 
may not lead to extreme abuses of toe existing system of 
extraditing and trying wanted persons in other countries. It is 
frightening because of the statement it makes about the sdf- 
dedared American pr es ump t io n of political and moral superior- 
ity. It is an ominous hint about what we may expect from George 
Bash’s “new world order,” for it symp tomhes the rales of the new 
game we have entered into. Those who do not play by the rules 
risk being arrested, boycotted, occupied, bombed, or amply 
ignored. 

What will the United States do next? Kidnap businessmen from 
the Third Worid whom it suspects of selling goods to countries 
under a U.N. trade embargo? Arrest snspected terrorists in 
foreign countries and put them on a show trial in the United 
States? Arrest farmers who grow plants used to make drugs tom 
readb the streets of American cities? It fa difficult to believe that 
purely judicial criteria would win toe day in such cases, green the 
recent experience with toe trial of the Los Angeles policemen 


countries and individuals. The statement 

ofseniorPalestfiriamstifltestTO^p^te^cvttDO^ft^^tovJw 
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accused of beating Rodney King. And when will the decision to 
kidnap and try foreign nationals slip into an indination to do away 
with toe time-consuming legal procedures, in favour of the more 
dramatic act of simply bombing entire ding-producing regions or 
illicit trade routes? 

This unilateral American usurpation of international legal 
traditions and treaties was followed a few days later by the equally 
arrogant statement by toe U.S. State Department criticising the 
meeting in Amman between Yasser Arafat and the Palestinian 
negotiators at the Middle East peace talks. The State Deportment 
deputy spokesman said that "we've repeatedly stated that the 
PLO fa not part of the peace process that we have helped to 
construct ... and thus we're troubled by the meeting.” The 
American ambassador in Israel followed up a few days later by 
suggesting the meeting in Amman was “unwise.” 

fa tins a preview of toe creeping audacity that we may expect 
from the United States in months and years to come? The 
Supreme Court ruling was a dear decision to assert the supremacy 
of U.S. interests and judicial dictates over toe rights of other 


sovereign state, which countries may or may not preserv e ttea 
environments and safeguard their Wodivertity, and, now , which 
countries may or may not hold meetings between tow^u^snpB 
and their political representatives to negotiations formally **ae> 
honed and attended by toe United Nations. „ 

Where will this trend of action by the United Stans ultimately 
lead to? It’s hard to say right now, but the process is becoming 
increasingly dear and disquieting. One hopes that enough 
reasonable people and states around the world wfll recognise toe 
gravity of the process underway, and work together to reassert the 
role of law as the bass for relationships among sovereign states 
and their nationals. Wrth every passing month, toe availed 
worid order” looks more and more like degenerating int o a l9th 
century-style orgy of narcissistic chest-pounding and imperial 
arrogance. 

On April 13, 1991, immediately after the end of the Goff war, 
George Bush told an audience of m ilitary personnel: “Never 
before has the world looked more to the American exam p le. 
Never before have so many motions drawn hope from the 
American idea.” 

Today, in June 1992, never have so many mOhoss around the 
worid watched toe American ideal distorted so grievously, and 
shuddered in sOent disquiet about the potential for runaway 
gangsterism by a single state so intoxicated by its own power and 
" it can no longer recognise the difference 


between adhering to the sanctity of hnman morality and trampling 
over it in drunken aggrandisement and setf-demsion. The fine 
between law and lawlessness owes much to the legacy of 


American i mtion -h mlding in the 18th century. Bat that was a very 
long tone ago. 
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Likud-Labour coalition on the cards 


By Robert Mahoney 

Reuter 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
Before campaigning started, 
faraeTs general election on Tues- 
day was billed as a watershed. 

The collapse of the Soviet Un- 
ion and the Golf war had enabled 
the United States to prod Israel 
and its most implacable Arab foes 
to toe peace table. 

The Israeli voter was going to 
pronounce on the “big issues” — 
the fate of Arab lands occupied 
ance 1967, relations with Arab 
states and Washington, Israel's 
security and role in the Middle 
East. 

It has not happened. The cam- 
paign has been one of the dullest 
in decades. 

The old men who dominate toe , 
arid political landscape have fol- 
lowed the old , well-trodden 
paths, differing not so much in 
their destination, a strong secure 


Israel, but in the route towards 
it. 

The cold public manner of toe 
main contenders, Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir, 76. and Labour 
leader Yitzhak Rabin, 70, have 
kept many Israelis away from 
their vote-catching rallies. At 
home they can switch to a new 
second channel and cable TV 
instead of watching the once 
eagerly-followed party political 
broadcasts. 


The TV battles for mainstream 
votes have been muted. Even the 
sniping has been from the fringes 
— anti-Arab Rabbi Moshe Levm- 
ger could be seen nightly firing a 
pistol at some unknown target, 
presumably keepingthe streets of 
the occupied West Bank safe for 
settlers Die himself. 

The country's 3.4 million eligi- 
ble voters have looked in vain for 
HataLiH policy platforms from 
the main parties, Mr. Shamir’s 


ruling Likud and opposition 
Labour. 

How each would precisely 
handle peace negotiations, a 
faltering economy and a drop In 
Russian immigration has been 
shrouded m a deliberate fog. 

Mr. Shamir and Mr. Rabin 
seem to have binned their differ- 
ences in an attempt to secure the 
vital middle-ground vote. 

Mr. Shamir's campaign 
speeches muted ^ome of the most 
st ri den t elements of Likud phi- 
losophy snch as settling Jews on 
Arab lands captured in the 1967 
war. Daring the campaign he 
stopped the setting op of new 
settlements, a policy which has 
helped drill relations with -the 
U.S., Israel's military and econo- 
mic tifetine. 

Mr. Rabin has ckratied his 
stand on settlements. He has 
promised to avoid “political” set- 
tlements in densely-populated 


areas which only provoke the 
Arabs and Americans. But be 
would retain the right to put up 
“security” settlements akrag the 
borders with Arab states. 

The campaign’s set piece, a 
televised Shamir-Rabin debate, 
was less a clash of ideas, than two 
well-rehearsed monologues by 
old-time political sparring part- 
ners. 


It is as if both leaders see the 
election throwing them bad: into 
a unity government. Mr. Rabin, 
former war hero and prime minis- 
ter, served as defence minister 
under Mr. Shamir in toe last half 
Of toe 1980s. 

The two seem to get on. They 
t kept above die mud-slinging and 
- personal. jibes which .marked toe 
.^start of vthe campaign, .never 
-Attacking each other head-on: 

A Labour spokesman con- 
firmed reports mat Mr. S hamir 
had shown Mr. Rabin secret 


documents on the Middle East 
peace talks — something Mr. 
Shamir would never have done 
with Shimon Peres, toe “dove” 
Rabin toppled as Labour leader 
in February. 

“I don’t negate or rule out the 
possibility of a unity govern- 
ment,” Mr. Shamir told Maariv 
newspaper last week, acknow- 
ledging that a second marriage of 
c onv eni ence with Labour was on 
the cards after two years of coha- 
biting with die extreme right. 

The far ri^if quit Mr. Shamir’s 
coalition of religious and 
nationalist parties over the U.S. - 
sponsored peace talks. 

Opinion perils show Mr; Rabin 
is more popular than Mr. Shamir. 
They also show neither can win 
an outright majority in the 120- 
seat parliament under farad’s 
proportional representation 1 
system. 


“It’s all about bfoo-taikfiqg 
again, getting the 61 blocking 
mandate,” sand Hanan Crystal, a 
commentator with Haoashot 
r. “Labour needs toe 
Arab vote to block tile 
Likud .„ Likud needs the religious 
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“At the end of the campaign 
we are back. to where we wen: at 4-" 
tiie start, the polls showing - — *“ 
Labour with 40 to 44 seats and -..fl 
Likud with 30 to 35 ” he told I 

Reuters. Both had 38 in the 
out-going parliament. . 

The price demanded by the 

small parties to join a left or right ; *~" J 

coalition could prove too Ugh. 

That would lead to a unity ^ t 
KTvernment either with the pee- 7 _\ ]_ 

: mi^rslrip romtnjg after two years, ;' ; w 
asm 1986 between ^Ir. Feresand \ j‘ y ' 
Shamir, orwitfr the stronger r ■ 
"i&ity keeping the leadership for 
the entire four-year mandate. " : 


Czechs, Slovaks divorcing 
after 74 years of marriage 


By Alison Snurie 

The Associ at ed Press 


VIENNA, AUSTRIA — After 
nearly 74 years of an often-rocky 
marriage, Czechs and Slovaks 
appear headed for a messy di- 
vorce, the trauma of life apart, 
and potential trouble with toe 
neighbours. 

Bora of 19to-centuty national- 
ism, separated by Nazism and put 
back together under the com- 
munists, Czechoslovakia has re- 
flected the political philosophies 
that have wreaked havoc on Cen- 


tral and Eastern Europe for 
almost 100 years. 

Now, it is proving unable to 
survive the strivings for national 
identity sweeping the region since 
communism fell in 1989. 

Unlike Yugoslavia and parts of 
the old Soviet Union, Czechoslo- 
vakia fa not expected to dissolve 
in violence. 

But the breakup poses dangers 
for both Czechs and Slovaks, and 
for Europe as a whole. 

Czechs will be threatened with 
-"more dominance, at least econo- 
mically, by powerful neighbour 


Germany. 

Slovakia faces tensions with 
Hungary over the rights of 
600,000 ethnic Hungarians, more 
than 10 per cent of its population 
of 5 million. 


Both peoples face the econo- 
mic and emotional trauma of a 
split- Europe and the worid, so 
far complacent about the 
Czechoslovak divorce, face the 
emerg en ce of another two states 
struggling on the international 
stage. 

If they split, both Czechs and 
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Slovaks will win world recogni- 
tion. However, both may find it 
hard to get the investment 
needed to create stability. 

The Czechs, who outnumber 
Slovaks 2 to It, are wealthier and 
worldwide, and have used their 
manufacturing i skills and centur- 
ies-old place iri European culture 
to advantage since 1989. 

Tourists and businesses flock to 
tiie Czech capital, Prague. More 
than 90 per cent of foreign invest- 
ment since 1989 has gone to the 
Cfeech lands of Bohemia, Mora- 
via and part of Silesia. 

Bat SO per cent of that cash fa 
German. Alooe, the Czechs wfll 
face pressure from toe 3 million 
"ethnic Germans eroelled at the 
end of World War u for restora- 
tion of their prop e rty. 

The legacy of conmnurism also 
hurts Czechs. Vital gas and oil 
still comes from pipelines running 
from Russia and Ukraine through 
Slovakia. 

The Slovaks, traditionally 
more rural and Roman Catholic, 
face even more economic disrup- 
tion from the split. 

Vladimir Medar, Slovak victor 
of this month's elections, says his 
people are ready for more 
hardship — even though they 
already are barfing badly from 
the capitalist reforms of Czech 
election victor Vaclav Klaus. 

That is the mice they trill pay 
for a separate identity they knew 
only m a dubious Nazi puppet 
state in World War IL 

“Czech politicians insist that 
Czechoslovakia be mamhriw*^ 
and for them dial’s enough ” Mr, 
Medar said last week. “Slovaks 
say we have no Slovakia under 
snch an arrangem ent ... and 
that’s not enough for us.” 

A separate Storakia would face 
Ukraine to the east, Poland to toe 
north and a potentially unfriendly 
Hungary to the south. 

Most Slovaks did not vote for 
Mr. Medar, just as most Czechs 
did not vote for Mr. Klaus. 

The two leaden have finis ten- 
sed ultimate responsibility for the 
split to their regional parlia- 
ments. like divorce courts, the 
leg is la tur es face a painful settle- 
ment battle. 


LETTERS 


Funeral deserved 
coverage 


To the Editor: 


We would like to e x pr ess our appreciation and gratitude to the 
Jordan Times for its coverage of the passing of Mr. Ahmad Qtefah 
AlAzaideh, whose loss was great boto for Jordan and the Muslim 
Brotherhood. 

Since tiie news of Mr. Azaideh’s death appeared most 
prominently on the front page of toe Jordan Times, however, we 
would have Hked to see toe same coverage for bis funeral, which 
turned oat to be a truly national and Islamic rally. 


The Maim Brotherh ood, 


True and simple 


To the Editor: 


Since Iraq invaded Kuwait, comparisons have been male ty 
many people, from Preadeat-Bush on, between Saddam Hasson 
and Adolph Hitler. Of coarse most of tins has been meriy hype 
and pro paganda designed to work people up for the war and . 
justify tiie subsequent attack; bat from a historic p er s p ective of 
fads and characters a comparison coukl be made between the two 
leaden. 

Saddam Hussein was provoked into war because he was well on 

the way to becoming an important world leader. This could not be 
allowed to hap pen. Any real leadenihip in the worid, as it exfats 
today^is forbidden; it would be considered a personality cult and 
everyone knows that personality is out and the inhumanity of toe 
international bureaucrats fa in. 

All toe talk of aggression agamst Kuwait,- the threat to Standi 
Anuria, the pnee of oil, etc., were only rationalisatkms and 
: abstractions. 

Bat toe same thing was true of Hitler. He wu edhwmg 
Roosevelt as a world leader and had to be stopped. Thfawasthe 

dese *** aside show. 
Ajri » ffithw took out fats frustration and revenge on the Jews, 
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^^ N T^ rsaimforreal progress | PoW issue stirs U.S. election campaign, world politics 
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• ^issues were not related to geogra- 

T*y- 

* — •■::=■ «,. Sp^^ing to reporters, Dr. 

: ■•.. -*77 .^Ashrawi, who did not seem sur- 
■ .:; -zxa JJpdtod. with tfie” findings of:toe 

- — ;.5^» tpinriwy, toM CTfft pd. the Israeli 

'* :’=i 3 PStabHAment as jfthe 

■• 'I'l’jtzs&i }fBHtpoo|riewiioiinderstandKttutt 

.-_■ rzs security depended on reaching 
genuine peace rather than 

— — — through illegal acquisition of 

, * land, domination and military 

w . solutions. 

__ I_ The findings of the survey, 

■ f published in Israeli papers on.. 

1 . Sunday, showed that 68 per cent 

ceneo 

JV A'J brad should give up the occupied 

; territories in exchange for peace, 
‘jp ; while 31 per cent favoured 

s***- ‘ annexation of the occupied tern- 

; tones. 

; Dr. Ashrawi blamed Israeli 
j potitkaans for manipulating the - 
! mne of security “for the sake <rf 

* J justifying the acquisition of 

-■• v - ; tod/ 

. .. s=r«— . She said that the people who 

. jj ! were directly Involved with the 

. • teffitary and security issues had 

... * \ always known that security did 

-* ja3 ' ; not depend on geography, but 

- - ' rather “on reaching genuine 

. ! agreements and genuine peace.” 

^ y^aE.^ ; In a reaction to the findings of 
~ '' the survey. Dr. Ashrawi stressed 

• ir3,a ' ' that the Israeli military estabUsh- 

mept had been calling for a 
. peaceful settlement “that will be 
, l _ ; a source of security rather than 

irTiniv creating further instability,** 

1,1 l W through illegal acquisition of 
; . land. 

The military knew. Dr. Ashra* 

; wisaki, ‘ ‘that security depends on 
ffi' - leaching genuine peace that deal 
' • ***& the causes of confficf and 

instability rather than with either 
. ' xi \.. 0 / military solutions, with domina- 

- -" ■ tio» or with the acquisition erf 

had." 

,1 . The final battle in the election 

campaign was fought in a 

crowded Sephardic stem. where 

ihc Labour Party tried to steal . 

• away backers from Likud. ,■ 

. Mr. Rabin and popular Likud 

^ lawmaker Benjamin Begin both 

*'■■■■" ,„SP- wound up the c a m p a i gn in Tel 

Aviv’s Hatftva area, home to 
- Zjgf^ poor Jews of Middle Eastern 
” jp origin who helped bring Likud to 
power 15 years .ago. 

J " . Mr. Rabin, a. war hero and 
■< - former prime m i ni st e r, has been 

r ***^*mL' pushing to wean away the 
I Sep har cSs by blaming Mr. Shamir 
- '■ < for foe faltering economy and 11 

S per cent unemploynveqt rate. 
InHatikva, where gains made 
■ ttoderLiktKirulearebcgimiiiigto 
<{4 - erode, the economy is a major 

'id***' I tew- • . 

' . A smattering of Rabin porters; 


( O w lfc—ul Awa page I) 

tween us and the Palestinian side 
are esceflent,” Dr. Muasher said. 
“And as toe negotiations pro- 
ceed, we find everyday that this 
coordination is beebnring stron- 
ger." 

Dr. A riirawi said joint working 
groups woohf continue to meet 
regularly to discuss the bilateral 
add muitilatieral taUcs. She added 

toatfitere “wiD be a coordinating 
committee to (teal with specific 
suggestions .that came out that' 
need further explorations.*’ 

She described Jordanian- 
P&lcstibian coorchnatkm as “very 

special, very detailed, very inten- 
sive and quite prodnefive.*'- ' 

However, toe spokespersons 
Said that coordination among the 
Arab parties involved -in the 
peace talks was lacking and that 
the joint delegation decided to 
work together to i mpr o v e Arab 
coortfmation. 

“We both agreed that we 
would work together very inten- 
sively in order to improve qualita- 
tively toe nature of Arab coor- 
dination," Dr, Ashrawi said, 
add ing that Arab coordination 
“can bear, a lot of improvement.” 

; Palestinian and Jordanian 
negotiators have privately com- 
plained that Syria was not coordi- 
nating sufficiently with the joint 
delegation, something that was 
dear with the Syrian boycott of 
toe multilateral talks. 

A Palestinian official, who did 
not want to be identified, told the 
Jordan Times that while the 
Jordanians and Palestinians were 
anriovs to achieve progress in the 
negotiations, Syria was in no hur- 
ry to do so. 

• “We need to show our people 
that there is pr ogress one year 
after toe negotiations started in 
Madrid,** the Palestinian source 
said. “And in order to reach this 
.goal, intensive Arab coordination 
2 s needed and the Syrians don’t 
ted it is necessary to speed up 
‘.'matters." 

. The Palestinian delegation is 
ahmng to achieve a Palestinian 
'interim setf-goverament arrange- 
■*ment, (PISGA) in October, as 
stipulated in the American letter 
of assurances issued prior to die 


launching of toe peace process. 

.. Tfre sources said that if a PIS- 
G A was not achieved within the 
tune frame of next October, the 
leadership and the delegation 
would lose credibility among the 
Palestinian people and that the 
opponents to. the peace talks would 
have a “real weapon to fight us 
with.” 

Following Monday’s meeting. 
Dr. Ashrawi affirmed that both 
toe Jordanian and Palestinian ' 
sides “feel it is very important to 
intensify the negotiations and to 
achieve sperific and concrete re- 
sults" withm the timeframe speci- 
fied far the first (tone of negotia- 
tions. 

“We feel that all efforts have to 
-be extended in order to have 
. ongoing negotiations, intensive 
negotiations and genuine prog- 
ress on tbe ground because we 
take the timeframe extremely 
seriously," Dr. Ashrawrstressed. 

Dr. Muasher also said that tire 
negotiations in Rome would take 
a d i ffe rent form than that of 
Washington, where the four ear- 
lier rounds were held. 

, “We expect that these negotia- 
tions (in Rome) will take pigeon 
-a more continuous basis than 
what happened in Washington 
where we had only very short 
periods of negotiations followed 
by long recess periods," Dr. 
Muasher told the press. 

According to Dr. Ashrawi, the 
Jordanian-Palestinian meeting 
discussed: 

— Consolidating and develop- 
ing tiie substance and mechanism 
of coordination; 

— Reviewing the Palestinian 
and Jordanian strategies and 
positions, of which neither 
spokesperson would reveal the' 


Likud, Labour neck and neck 
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rivalry where fans have fierce 
loyalties. 

“To cross the lines may be a 
little too much for some people," 
be said. 

Hatikva resident Rachel Belkin 
said her family of Likud backers’ 
. was. spfit; this .year/ with herself 
and a . brother, swjfpjiing^to 
Labour arid another brother re- 
maining loyal. 

She said of toe Likud voter: 
“He says the very thought of 
putting a Labour slip in the ballot 
box makes his hands shake.” 

Zb Israel, voters cast ballots for 
parties, not individuals. No party 
has ever won a majority, meaning 
the country is governed by coaK- 
tions cobbled together once the 
vote determines how many par- 
liament seats each party won. 

In the outgoing government 
Labour has 30 seats arid Liknd 
37, but Likud has governed with 
far-right and religious support. 

Two surveys published in 
Yecfioth Ahronoth gave Labour a 
blocking majority of 61 to 64 
seats, including Meretz and Arab 
parties. 

Mr. Rabin has pledged not to 
include Arabs in his cabinet, but 
these results could block a liknd 
coalition and allow Labour to 
woo the religious parties that 
always held the balance of power. 
.. A third poll showed the Labour 
tide ahead, but without enough 
to block Likud. A survey in the 
daily Hadashot showed right — 
and teft-wmg blocs tied at 55 seats 


■jftf* . In Hatikva, where gains made 

=* Mdm liknd rale are begriming to ^ & 
«S4 j erode, the economy is a major e 

I teae. ■ Preride; 

' v i • A smattering of Rabin postosi. ^ 

1 ^ J -indicates at least some small gain T^aone 

rf the Liknd bastion where 
^Labour never tried to open an 
t « s&L* i yj “ office until this year. against 

it At *e party office, Laborre 0 bservh 

- ^ - v publicist David 2so admit ted ^ a 

v ^ Mr. Rabin faced a toegh tight, if nam n 

; Bhenhig the race to a football # ^ < 


The polls have often proved 
wrong since they do not survey 
major portions of toe dectorate, 
indudmg recent immigrants^ sd- 
(fiezs on duty, and die 11 per cent 
of toe 3.4 ntiQioa voters who are 
Arab. 

This year the hmmgrant vote 
could be decisive, since there are 
about 300,000 voters among new- 
comers, most from the former 
Soviet states. 

Soldiers in toe occup i e d West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and in 
South Lebanon began voting 
Monday, so their ballots can be 
counted with those cast Ttaesday. 
Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 
10 p.xn. (0400-1900 GMT) Tues- 
day. The voting age is 18. 

. -Libya 

(Ouuti— ed fryo puge 1) 

sanctions, but thanked Egypt mid 
others for their assistance during 
toe, crisis. 

-- “Despite our .bitterness, we 
most look at what some brothers 
have done to help us. We thank 
them, especially Egypt headed by 
President Hosni Mubarak, and 
toe secretary general of the Arab 
Leagne,” 1R said. : 

Libyan government fiewspap- 
ers temched an angry, campaign 
against the Arab countries for 
observing the sanctions. They 
also attacked Libyan leader 
MuamhiarQadhafi for his parent 
of the “mirage”. of Arab unity. 


By Jim Wolf 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Suggestions 
that U.S. prisoners-of-war may 
be alive in Russia have stirred up 
both the U.S. election campaign 
and Washington’s international 
relations. 

Emotion surrounding “MLAs” 
(Missing hi -Action) has heated 
up the campaign, particularly in 
view of longstanding allegations 
by undeclared independent 
cantodate Ross Perot torn U.S. 
officials had covered up evidence 
that American PoWs were left 
behind after the Vietnam war. 

A discovery now that Vietnam 
prisoners were still being held 
would suggest tbe government 


had not done enough, and could 
hannt President George Bush in 
the campaign. 

Mr. Perot, citing fears of 
attacks from both Democrats and 
Republicans, cancelled a June 30 
appearance before a Senate com- 
mittee in which he had been dire 
to testify mi his two decades of 
involvement on behalf of misstng 
Americans. 

“Upon careful reflection, I 
have decided it would do a grave 
injustice to the MlAs and to their 
fannbes to have a hearing on this 
important matter ... anytime be- 
fore the November election," 
Mr. Perot wrote to panel chair- 
man John Kerry. 

Vice President Dan Quayle 


blasted the cancellation, saying it 
“borders on irrational be- 
haviour." 

Unanswered questions about 
the 2,266 Americans still listed as 
missing from the Vietnam war 
remain the chief obstcaie to nor- 
mal ties with Vietnam. 

Last week, Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin became the latest 
politician to set off powerful 
shockwaves in the issue and to 
demonstrate its enormous geopo- 
litical impact. 

On bis way to his first formal 
summit with Mr. Bush, Mr. Yelt- 
sin told the NBC televirion net- 
work that apparently some 
Americans capture?! during the 
Vietnam war had been sent to 


Siberia’s ice-bound prison 
camps hold last terrible secret 


Soviet labour camps and might 
still be alive. 

Three days earlier, in a letter to 
tbe Senate Select Committee in- 
vestigating cases of missing 
Americans, he disclosed that the 
former Soviet Union held hun- 
dreds of Americans during and 
after World War II, including 12 
who survived being shot down in 
the early 1950s. 

Then, at the emotional high- 
point of an address to the U.S. 
Congress on Wednesday, the 
Russian president vowed to find 
any survivine U.S. PoW and “re- 
turn him to his family.” 

During his U.S. visit, Mr. Yelt- 
sin accused former Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev, a longtime 
rival, of having known and lied 
about American PoWs, a charge 
Mr. Gorbachev hotly denied as 
an outrage meant to defame him. 

Mr. Yeltsin's comments on 
Vietnam-era PoWs were confus- 
ing and at times contradictory, 
but they were a masterful way of 


reaching into the American 
psyche. 

“He*s out-peroting Perot,” 
said H. Bruce Franklin, a Rutgers 
University Professor of American 
Studies and author of the 1992 
book “M.I.A. or Mythmaking in 
America.” 

Mr. Franklin, whose book is 
subtitled, **How and why Belief 
in Live PoWs has Possessed a 
Nation," argued that Mr. Yeltsin, 
like Mr. Perot, seized the issue to 
accomplish key goals and portray 
himself in a certain light 

“It’s just the same kind of 
cynical strategy that other folks 
have used," he said in an inter- 
view. 

Voicing an opinion privately 
shared by many U.S. officials, 
Mr. Franklin said Mr. Yeltsin’s 
comments, taken as a whole, 
suggested a calculated strategy to 
discredit and undermine forces in 
Russia, including Communist Par- 
ty and KGB remnants hostile to 
turn. 


By James Flannery 

Renter 


— A mechanism for farther 
coordination on specific issues; 

— Arab coordination and tbe 
relationship with tbe co-sponsors , 
and international community; 

“We worked oat issues pertain- 
ing to both the bilateral and 
multilateral negotiations," Dr. 
Arimrai added, “and on bow to 
consolidate the positions, to 
coordinate it and to enhance the *j 
political relationship between ' 
both tiie bilateral and multilateral 
negotiations." 


MAGADAN. RUSSIA — The 
Gulag network of Soviet penal 
c am ps re tains a last terrible sec- 
ret: How many millions died? 

The superficial accountancy of 
tyranny is on display in a museum 
here. Ledgers in copperplate 
handwriting record shipments of 
prisoners to northeast Siberia 
over the decades. 

But the nigh tmare of their fate 
is absent from the official docu- 
ments. It can scarcely be im-‘ 
agjned on rare visits to tbe grim 
sites of old forced-labour -camps 
near the Arctic Circle. 

Historians still aigbe about tbe 
toll of the Gnlag, trading 
numbing, statistics about mil- 
lions of deaths, in a debate that 
often seems to boll down to 
whether Nazi dictator Adolf Hit- 
ter or Soviet dictator Josef Stalin 
was tbe greater tyrant. 

No record apparently exists of 
the victims. The bulk of the pris- 
on settlements remain, some as 
big as towns, deep m the ragged 
Kolyma mountains. 

The jailers finally went off to 
pensions and warm southern re- 
treats, say Gulag researchers. 

. A minority of .slave workers 
survived. Hardly any escaped. 

■fc Many < of~- the prisoners died 
where they workedv hurting gold, 
felfipg TOO-year-okLtrees in the 
world’s largest coniferous forests 
and trying to farm in permafrost 
— the icebound, steel-hard bog- 
land that covers much of Siberia. 

British historian of the terror, 
Robert Conquest, says three mil- 
lion died in this region, described 


by Russian writer Alexander Sol- 
zhenitsyn as “tbe pole of feroc- 
ity” of the Gulag. 

Kolyma, administered from 
Russia’s remotest city Magadan, 
is claimed to be the coldest place 
ip the northern Jfcmxspnere. 
Wretched, haggard armies of toil- 
ets filled camps throughout the 
1930s, 1940s and 1950s. 

Blade and blistered from frost- ■ 
bite,, they worked until tempera- 
tures plunged beyond minus 50 
'Celsius. 

Magadan's museum displays 
the carefully-kept records of Dal- 
stroi, the far eastern building 
company which set up the camp 
system in tins part of Russia. 

Some of the administrators 
were themselves jailed or shot as 
“spies” as Stalin’s purges were 
convulsed by paranoia. The 
purges reached their height in 
1937-39 when millions of people 

were executed or shipped to 
Siberia^ in cattle wagons marked 
. “perishable goods." 

“Not only were executioners 
executed," says one writer, “but 
the same fate befell the execu- 
tioners of the executioners. Such 
was tbe glue of terror binding this 
enormous structure.” - 
. . The Jedgers show up to 250,900 . 
prisoners were w o r kin g, in the 
e=rKotyma area in any one year. . 

A Romanian, Michael Solo- 
mon, who survived Kolyma, has 
described seeing an immense 
array of captives: “Like armies 
on a battlefield ... 100,000 were 
part of the scene before us, end- 
less columns of women, of crip- 
ples, of old men and even teena- 


gers." 

Tbe worl d kne w nothing of 
this. Representing . a wartime 
ally, U.S. Vice President Henry 
Wallace .visited Magadan in 1944 
and was shown only model 
“Potemkin" villages where 
heroic, free workers conquered 
new frontiers. Survivors say the 
visit became a bitter joke in tbe 
camps. 

r American lend lease supplies often 
wound op in the camps. You can see 
the remains of U.S. flourbags 
in toe disused kitchens. Amer- 
ican-built trucks traversed the 
■ragged Kolyma highway. 

Russian poet Varlam Shala- 
mov, who also survived Kolyma, 
described bow an American bull- 
dozer transferred undecaying 
corpses from six years in the 
permafrost to a stone- lined mass 
grave. . . * 

“All of our loved ones who 
died in Kolyma, all those who 
were shot, beaten to death, suck-, 
ed dry by starvation, can still be 
recognised • even after tens of 
years. There were no gas furnaces 
in Kolyma. Tbe corpses wait in 
stone, the permafrost," he wrote. 

Such mass graves apparently 
exist throughout an uncharted 
wilderness of granite, snow and 
forest. Tbe skeletons that shock- 
visitors today come from shallow, 
w in dswept burial places. 

A Moscow writer with access to 
official files has said there were 
. 12 tmOion people in labour camps 
vrttfen Stahn died 7n' 1953; about 
midway between the vafyhtg esti- 3 
mates. 

Mr. Solzhenitsyn has accused 
Stalin of responsibility for 66 mil- 
lion deaths.' Mr. Conquest put the 
total camp population at about 20 
million, a figure survivors in 
Magadan accept. 
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Mr. Yeltsin reaped a goodwill 
bonanza with his forceful pre- 
sentation to Congress, where a 
fall authorising more aid to the 
former Soviet Union is bogged 
down in election-year politics. 

But his comments of PoWs 
seemed" certain to disrupt, at least 
temporarily, the slow process of 
setting np normal ties between 
toe United States and Vietnam, 
already problematic in an elec- 
tion year. 

Senator John McCain, an Ari- 
zona Republican who is himself a 
former PoW in Vietnam, called 
on Tuesday for suspending steps 
towards normalisation, suggest- 
ing Hanoi must have been in- 
volved in transferring any Amer- 
icans to the Soviet Union. 

Vietnam has always main- 
tained it released all American 
captives within the specified 60- 
day period after signing toe 1973 
peace accord that ended direct 
U.S. military involvement in the 
war. 
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JORDAN MARKET PLA CE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKING. AIR FREfOH-r ‘ 
FORWAR' <MG. DOOB-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAMAR&SONS 

Nh.HL 604676 604696 ^ 
VWS. P.O.BOX 7806 



g CROWN | 

a INT’L EST, i 
g Packing, shipping, 1 
» forwarding, storage, I 
1 clearing, door-to-door § 
jjjj service jg 

j^Air^e^an^^n^S 

■ Tel; 664090 ■ 

1 Fax: 690852 1 

MP.O.Box 926467 Amnrni 


•,11b sons FB BBS SSDICES 
YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN^. 

I * Kais Drydaan, 1 Hr. Service 
f * Shoes repair * Engraving 
I * Keys Service 
1 -frUpholstry, curtains & carpets 
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6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
628162 J 




MANDARIN RESTAURANT 



SkSed Chinese CMs 

lopes Jh30-3-30 A 6ffl-II£0 thfly | 

lake away Is mMh 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel y 

iTBLONIxa, Ammanl 

s Nmapuvtd . 


AQABA 


CHINESE FOOD 

Open dfufy 
12*0- ISM & 18'30 -23# 

Jet 03-314415 


&HAAKL 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabai Amman, near 
AhUyyahlSiris School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midoight 

. Tei. 039968 
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IDEAL RESIDENCE FOR 
FAMILIES & BUSINESSMEN 


4 Rent & Sato 

’ Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 

call 

Abdonn R eal 
c ^ Estate 
TeL 840605, 810609, - 

^ 810520___J 

/ CHEN'S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
, Estate, near Kilo 
■ Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities ' 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
. p.m. 

\ 6:30 - Midnight / 

The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room-.! 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 

* [DOj^DD 

Saudi Real Estate ! 
687821/22 


TAIWAS T0FRISM9 

New management by 

Mr. Chau D. H. 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

Open daily 
12:00 - 15:30 
18:30 - Midnight 
Jabai Amman-3rd Circle 
^ Tel,: 641093 J 
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$ Siy 4**\ 

International Cuisine\ 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch & Dinner 

For Reservation: Jebet Amman 
Third Circle Tel. 615060 ■ 61 5061 



Hotel Suites 


WE PROMISE YOU 
A PERSONAL SERVCB 
PLUS REASONABLE 
RATES 



Amman - Tel. 668193 
PO Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTLJO 

/deal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 



Nightly At Hold’s Bar 
7eOB512l 
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Joyner-Kersee wins 
heptathalon at U.S. trials 


NEW ORLEANS (AP) — 
The woman who normally 
makes the difficult look easy 
and the impossible seem not 
too hard, did not have an 
easy time with the heptathlon 
at the U.S .track and field 
trials. 


Jackie Joyner-Kersee 
fought the heat, leg cramps, a 
Geld of 15 athletes — and her 
husband-coach. Bob Kersee 

— in the event she's pretty 
well owned since 1985. 

“It's been a really tough 
two days,” Joyner-Kersee 
said Sunday after winning the 
heptathalon with 6,695 points 

— her lowest -score since 
1985. ‘'I'm just glad it's over 
with.” 

Cindy Greiner finished 
second with 6.223 points, and 
Kymberiy Carter beat her 
American heptathalon 800 
metres record of 2:07.82 set 
1991 to take third place 


in 


with 6.200 points. 

On Sunday, Joyner-Kersee 
got off to a rough start in her 
best event, the long jump. 
Her first jump was 20 feet, 
2Vi inches (6.1 metres, 6.35 
cm) followed by a foul and 
then a solid jump of 22-10 3/4 
(6.7 metres, 27.30 cms). 

“On the first jump I 
accelerated too fast and my 
ankle turned,” she said. “I’m 
just glad it’s over with.” 
Joyner-Kersee hit her first 
.throw in the javelin with a 
153-3 toss (46.6 metre, 7.6 
cms). In the 800 metres, with 
solid grip on first place, she 
■ jogged to a seventh place 
.-finish in 2:32.53. 

. “It was stressful because 
the most difficult part for me 
-“is to make the team,” she 
said. 

Joyner-Kersee, who was 
'. competing in her first hep- 
tsthalon since August 1991, 


when she pulled a hamstring 
in the 200 metres at the 
World Championships, 
fought through heat cramp- 
ing with the help of in- 
travenous fluids before run- 
ning the 200 metres Saturday. 

She leaned sharply as she 
rounded the turn in the 200, 
flailing her arms as she did in 
Tokyo before she grabbed 
her injured- hamstring.. 

“It was mental,” she said 
Sunday. “I went into the turn 
and my arms just stopped. I 
had to regain my balance. I 
thought what happened in 
Tokyo was behind me, but I 
guess it wasn’t.” 

Joyner-Kersee said it had 
been a long two days for she 
and her coach-husband. 

“Bobby and I had ex- 
changes in almost every 
event,” she said. “Each even 
Bobby had a comment. He 
said I wasn't listening to or 
doing what be said. He said 
before I voice my opinion I 
should think about what he 
has said.” 

Kersee said he wasn’t sure 
if he and Joyner-Kersee were 
arguing more, but said he’s 
missed a lot of meals this 
year. 

He’s not worried about his 
star athlete, however. 

“Physically she's there, but 
there has been a lack of 
concentration,” Kersee said. 
“Sometimes Jackie doesn't 
admit when she is wrong.” 

Even when Joyner-Kersee 
is not at her best she’s out- 
standing, the athletes com- 
peting against her said. 

“It's really difficult,” said 
Greiner after her second- 
place finish. “You know the 
only way you can win is if 
something happens to her, 
but she’s such a great person, 
you don’t want that to hap- 
pen. In my case, competing 


agains t her takes some of my 
aggression away.” 

Third-place finisher Carter 
agreed. She said the heptath- 
letes known it will be Joyner- 
Kersee and two other people. 

“Unless something hap- 
pens to her, we only have two 
spots on the team,” Carter 
said. 

Greiner, 35, who retired in 
1989, made her third Olymn- 
pic team. She was fourth in 
the 1984 games and eighth in 
1988. 

Greiner’s training for the 
trials was slowed by problems 
with her Achilles tendons, 
hamstrings, and a hip poin- 
ter. But she said she felt she 
had to take one more shot at 
the Olympics. 

“My motivation to come 
back was that I felt like I 
could get a medal in the 
Olympics.” 

Carter went into the final 
event, the 800 metres, know- 
ing die had to beat Leshnn- 
dra Nathan by at least six 
seconds to finish third. She 
ran a 2:06.96 to Nathan’s 
2:15.27. 

“Fortunately, that's one of 
my strongest events,” Carter 
said. 

Joyner-Kersee still is sche- 
duled to compete in the long 
jump and the 100-metre hur- 
dles. She's entered in the 
high jump and Kersee wants 
her to compete. Joyner- 
Kersee has said she’d prefer 
to skip the event. 

Meanwhile a disappointing 
100 metres has not dimi- 
nished Carl Lewis’s hopes of 
malting his final Olympics a 
golden one, his coach said 
Sunday. 

“He’s still planning to long 
jump and run the 200 
metres” at the U.S. Olympics 
trials, Tom Tellez told Reu- 
ters. 


Volkov, Tauziat waste no time 
as Wimbledon swings into action 


LONDON (R) — The man who 
came closest to upsetting cham- 
pion Michael Stich at last year's 
! Wimbledon opened- the. 106th 
championships Monday with a 
dear message of intent to his 
. future opponents this fortnight. 

Alexander Volkov, the left- 
handed Russian who was two 
points away from beating Stich in 
.the fourth round 12 months ago, 
began his latest campaign by de- 
molishing Spain’s Emilio San- 
chez, ranked 18 in the world, 6-3 
6-2 4-6 6-2 with a stylish exhibi- 
tion of strokes under early over- 
cast skies. 

Volkov and France's Nathalie 
Tauziat, the 14th seed, were the 
respective first seeds in 
the men's and women’s singles, 
with Swede Nicklas Kulti also 
catching the eye initially. 

Even Arantxa Sanchez Vicar- 
io, watching her brother from the 
press seats, was forced to nod 
admiringly at the quality of some 
of the 25-year-old Volkov’s re- 
turns. 

He swept his way through the 
first two sets in an hour and. 
despite letting hgt concentration 
slip in the third, swiftly conde- 
mned Sanchez to bis fourth- first 
round exit in six Wimbledon 
visits. 

If he can maintain such prom- 
ise and reach the fourth round 


again, Volkov's probable oppo- 
nent is Swede Stefan Ed berg who 
might not be too keen -at the 
prospect. The double Wimbledon 
champion was knocked out of die 
U.S. Open in the first round by 
the Russian In 1990. 

Kulti dropped only one game 
against hapless Spaniard German 
Lopez to be the first man into the 
second round while Tauziat en- 
ded big-serving Dutch woman 
Brenda Schultz's tournament in- 
side an hour. 

Schultz’s lack of mobility was 
soon exposed by Tauziat and her 
famous serve disintegrated sadly 
as she went down 6-4 6-0 in 59 
minutes. 

A year after German compat- 
riots Stich and Steffi Graf won 
matching Wimbledon titles, 
Floridians Jim Courier and Moni- 
ca Seles ■inter this year's tourna- 
ment on top of the tennis world. 

Each is halfway toward a 
Grand Slam, having swept the 
Australian and French Open ti- 
tles. 

But the quirky grass of the All 
England Dub has a way of mak- 
ing chumps out of champs, and 
neither Courier nor Seles has 
ever advanced past the quarter- 
finals at Wimbledon. 

“I think Jim is more the dar- 
khoise on grass,” said fifth seed 
Pete Sampras. “I think he might 


make the quarters or even the 
semis. But obviously he’s confi- 
dent, and he might jiBt-.frjtow 
■everyone off court.” e J 

Even if Courier and Seles frin 
at Wimbledon, leaving only the 
U.S. Open to complete the first 
male- female Grand Slam, could it 
really be considered a triumph for 
Florida? 

Though Seles lives in Sarasota 
and wanted to be listed in official 
Wimbledon programmes as being 
from Florida, she will be listed as 
a Yugoslav because dial is die 
passport she carries. 

Seles had sought to avoid the 
controversy surrounding her na- 
tive land, which is at war with the 
breakaway Republic of Bosnia- 
Heizegovina. The United Na- 
tions has imposed sports sanc- 
tions against Yugoslav teams, 
though those don’t affect Seles. 


JORDAN SOCCER ROUNDUP 


By Aleexi Bannaynn 

Special to tbc Jorau Times 


\ 


STANDINGS/ AFTER FIRST ROUND 


AMMAN — The second 
round of soccer's first division 
championship organised by the 
Jordan Soccer Federation 
(JSF) kicks off Thursday, June 
25, when AI Ramtha plays A1 
Qadissieh in Irbid while Al 
Faisali plays Yarmouk Amman 
in Amman. 

Competition is expected to 
finally get tough and more 
^rious as Al Hussein, who 
topped the standings with 11 
points after the first round, is 
dosely followed by Al Faisali, 
Al Ramtha and Al Ahli with 10 
points each in second, third 
and fourth places based on 
goal difference. 1991 tittebol- 
deis Al Wihdat are in sixth 
place with 7 points. 

Al Ramtha had led through- 
out the first seven weeks of 
competition in the first round, 
however Al Hussein took the 
lead in the final two weeks 
after Al Ramtha lost to Al 
Faisali and Al Wihdat. 

Al Faisali, who only lost to 
Al Hussein, will surely be a 
threat to Al Hussein's lead 
when they win a few matches 
in the second round. 


Team Pfaf 

cdW 

D 

L 

GF 

GA 

FtS.- 

Al Hassell 

8 l 

\ 4 

3, 

1 

11 

8 

11 

Al Faisali 


3 

«\. 

1 

13 

7 

16 

Al Ramtha 

.8 ' 

4 

2 

2 

14 

11 

16 

Al Ahi 

8 

: 3 

4/ 

1 

9 

6 

16 

Al Qaffistth 

8- 

2 


2 

8 

6 

8 

Al Wihdat 

8 

2 

i 

3 

12 

12 

7 

Sahab 

8 

1 

3 

2 

11 

13 

7 

VtnwBkHmm 

8 

2 

i 

5 

5 

12 

5 

Al Arabi 

8 - 

1 

2 

5 

7 

15 

4 


7 


Al Ahli too lost only; to Al division. 

Ramtha and have had quite Al Wihdat was the team that 
impressive results. Both Al most disappointed their fans, 
Faisali and Al AM- drev'in—^ winning only against Al 


matches 
their 


four of their 
which dearly 
overall points..- 

AI Qadissieh, who lost to AI 
Ramtha and bottom of the 
division Al Arabi, could have 
done much' better and will 
surely try to win next time they 
play Al Hussein, Al Faisali and 
Yarmouk Amman with whom 
drey drew. 

Sahab, Yarmouk Amman 
and Al Arabi must be 
worried about their standings 
andare expected to put up a mg 
effort to score a few wins to 
avoid relegation^tthe second 


Ramtha and Al Arabi. Sahab 
was the only team to draw in 
five matches. While Al Arabi 
was the only team to lose five 
matches. A total of 90 goals (of 
which only six were penalty 
kicks) were scored in the 36 
matches of the first round 
which were attended by appro- 
ximately 175.000 fans. 

. Overall top scores were Al 
Wihdat’s Jihad Abdul 
Mun’em, Sahab’s Mohammad 
Al Ashab, Al Hussemls Aref 
Hussein and Al Ramtha’s 
Khaled Al Aqqouri with six 
goals each. 


Russia wins men’s chess title 


MANILA (R) — Russia won the 
men’s tide in the 30th World 
Chess Olympiad in Manila Mon- 
day when they drew with Israel 
2-2 in the 13th round to take an 
unbeatable lead over second- 
placed Armenia. 

Russia has 37 points and a 4.5 
point lead over Armenia with one 
round to go in the record 112- 
nation tournament. 

“I am very happy we won the 
gold medal one round before the 
end of competition,” said a jubi- 
lant Yuri Razuvayev, the Russian 
team captain. 

Uzbekistan, which bad trailed 
Russia going into the 13th round, 
lost to the United States 1.5-2.5 
to slip to third place behmdtoe 
Russians and Armenians with 32 
points. 


Sergei Dolmatov bounced back 
from a losing poation to beat Ilia 
Smirin and salvage the 2-2 draw 


with Israel which clinched the 
Russian victory. 

World Champion Garry Kas- 
parov led Russia to the title and 
won seven of his 10 games in the 
18-day to ornament which ends 
Thursday. 

He was backed strongly by new 
Russian grandmaster Vbdnnr 
Kramnik, who reeled off six 
straight victories at the start of 
fee competition, to keep Russia 

More than half of the top 10 
places in the Olympiad are ex- 
pected to be taken by former 
Soviet republics. 

In the women's competition, 
former world champion Nona' 
Gaprindashvili defeated Irima 
Ostry Monday to pull Georgia 
mto a first place tie wife China 
wife only two rounds left 

Gaprindashvili needed only 
seven moves to force Ostry to 


resign to complete Georgia’s 2-5- 
0.5 victory over Kyrgysztan as 
co-leaders China and Ukraine fal- 
tered in their matches in the 10th 
round Sunday evening. 

“It’s a big surprise that Russia 
beat Ukraine and China lost to 
Azerbaijan. It helped us. Every- 
thing Mil now depend on our 
play,” Maya Chiburdanidze, 
Georgia’s leading player, said. 

The Russians routed Ukraine 
2. 5-0.5 while Azerbaijan defe- 
ated the Chinese 2-1 to tighten 
the race for top honours in fee 
women’s division. 

Russian Tamara Stepovaia de- 
feated Ukraine’s Irina Chehtsh- 
Icina in 72 moves of a queen's 
gambit at the resumption of their 
adjourned game Monday to com- 
plete fee Russian win. 

“We are still hoping that in the 
last two rounds, we can still win 
fee gold medal," said Chinese 
team captain Liu Menzfie. 


Sweden blames street gangs for rampage 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Police 
Monday said they had detained 
154 Swedish youths, many . of 
them.icrom-hair&d. J4ep-Nazi 
“skinheads,” after one of the 


the German flag before police- • mayhem said those involved were 
wielding truncheons intervened, from the notorious . “JB lack 
The trouble was the first, to^ Army” Supporters' Club, of 
stem from Swedes at die eight- ' Stod fepbn Idjyiqionride. Aflc. 

nation touraamehL mar^ eaF^^ ' BuTS^dish Police and.soctel 
worst flights of hooliganism at the * ' Her by English and German chiefs blamed tlm dtstariranceslD^ 
European Soccer Championship, hooligans. The number detained troublemakers with no interest in 

was also by far the highest in a» 


Stockholm Police Headquar- 
ters said extra staff had to be 
brought in to process fee de- 
tainees, rounded up by riot police 
in fee centre of fee Swedish 
capital late Sunday night after up 
to 200 youths, some masked, 
went on fee rampage. 

Aimed with stones, bottles and 
staves, the youths stormed 
through Stockholm’s central 
shoppin g district chanting 
“Sweden, Sweden” about one 


hour after the host nation lost 3-2 
to world champions Germany in 
the semi finals . 

They smashed shop windows, 
pelted police with missiles, over- 
turned a German car, and burned 


single disturbance since the com- 
petition began on June 10. 

Police said those detained, ail 
Swedes, were suspected mainly of 
violent riot, damage and inciting 
rebellion, though not all were 
likely to be charged. A further 40 
were held briefly for breach of 
peace and drunkenness. 

A 15-year Swedish boy was 
also Slightly hurt in a stabbing 
outside a downtown department 
store. Police said the suspected 
three German fans but no-one 
bad been held for the attack. 

Plainclothes police who witnes- 
sed the midsummer night's 


football. 

“The disturbances last night 


cannot be considered as riots, 
Stockholm Assistant Police Com- 
missioner Seven Smcdjegarden 
said. “It was all about a lot of 
youngsters in their lower teens 
who wanted to distinguish them- 
selves by fighting with the 
police.” 

Swedish authorities had been 
highly critical of trouble from 
English hooligans earlier in the 
tournament. Football Associa- 
tion Chairman Lars-Ake Lagrell 
said last week only English row- 
dies were “trying to sabotage the 
soccer party”. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
OiMi Trtjgn* Mata Sank**, me. 


KNOW THINE ENEMY 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* S 4 2 
7 J4 2 

0 A K 9 5 

• 86 4 

WEST EAST 

# K9 8 * 6 1 

V 10 9 8 ? 7 6 5 3 


CQ 10 8 2 


0 J 74 
• J 9 7 3 • K 10 6 2 

SOUTH 

• A Q J 10 7 3 
7AXQ 
0 6 ? 

• A Q 


The bidding: 
South West 

North 

East 

26 

Pass 

3 6 

Pass 

4* 

Pass 

4 0 

Pass 


Peas 

5 0 

Pass 

66 

Paaa 

Paaa 

Paaa 


Opening lead: Ten of 9 
It helps to know who your oppo- 
nents are. The expert and the aver- 
age player react differently in the 
same situation. This hand from rub- 
ber bridge highlights what we mean. 

North-South conducted an intel- 


two finesses. 

First, let's suppose that you are 
declaring thia hand at six spades in a 
cut-around game at your local 
bridge club. You win the 
lead in hand, cross to the king 
diamonds and lead a trump to the 
queen. If it loses to the king, you win 
have to fell back cm the dub finesse. 
If it wins, you should return to dum- 
my with remaining High dia- 
mond and repeat the tramp finesse. 
You would confidently expect to 

pick up trumps without lose and 
bring home the slam. 

Now let’s suppose you are dealt 
this hand in the finals of a -national 
team -of- four championship. Sitting 
at your left is one of the world’s 
great players. You take the first 
spade finesse and it wins. What 
have you learned? 


tigent miction to get to a very good 
.the trump suit im- 


slam. North set : 
mediately, then cue-bid both fau 
first and second-round diamond 
controls. That was music to Sooth's 
ears, who could determine that slam 
would, at worst, depend on one of 


All you have discovered is that 
each defender has at feast one 
trump! An expert defender will cer- 
tainly hold up with a doubly guarded 
king, and might even do so with the 
king guarded only once! We would 

suggest that your best chance for the 
contract is to cash the ace of trumps 
and, if nothing good happens, go 
back to the table with a diamond 
and take the dub finesse. As you can 
see, the latter method would land 

th> ■Iwm. 


THIS STUPID 
| ERASER SMUD6E5 
EVERYTHIN6! 

T 



PENCIL ERASERS ARE 
SPOILED BY EXPOSURE 
TO ULTRAVIOLET U6HT0R 
OZONE IN THE AlR,5IR.. 



AN ERASER CAN EVEN BE 
SPOILS? BY LEAVING IT 
ON A WINDOWSILL.. 



THERE 5 MY PROBLEM. 
MA'AM. .MY HEAP IS 
SPOILED FROM SITTING 
TOO CLOSE TO THE 
WINDOWSILL.. 



Andy Capp 



s w; 


DID YOU N49 l-HM 
INTTOGOIMG- 
APTERTMAT* 
OFFICE JOByPUD? 




EVEhmJAULM 
MJM.rPSTHE 
INTERVIEW 
THIS 
MORNING — 


Mutt‘n’Jeff 


MUTT, I'M NOT 60NNA ' 
WASTE ANOTHER MINUTE 
OF MY LIFE! I'M 
60NNA MARRY 





S , S r '*t*1 PranE&KKAUKMT 
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FORECAST FOR TUESDAY JUNE 23, 1 _ 
By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll R&rter FountobQQ 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
certainly would be wise to double 
check any commitments you are 
about to- make and be certain that 
they extend no ‘farther than you 
really desire them to. Troubles 
devdope if you are careless. 

ARIES: (March 21 to' April 19) 

Use tact m approaching one wife 
whom you have -some business 
association and show you want to 
do the right thing where an obliga- 
tion is concerned. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
One in the outside weald that you 
may not be getting along well with 
will mean, mat you wffl have to, 
make some compromises to get 
what you want. 

GEMINI: (May 23 to June 21) A 
day to think about where you can 


sure that you are more faHy aware 
of their true motives and keep very 

alert. - 

tjrpa ; (September 23 to October 
22) Look into whatever material 
interests are activated at fell tune 
and make sore feat you know 
exactly what anything is going to 
cost and whittle it down. f 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to ‘Novem- 
ber 21) Consider weO your own 
wishes and bow they can ties be 
seemed and avoid doing them in 
any m? fl ner tb which others in- 
volved could take exception. 


cut some corners wbere your daQy 
concerned so more 


activities are 
operative drills can be displayed. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Some talent feat you are 
interested in . making work has 
some edges that need to be 
smoothed out for you to get the 
best results. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21)- Make 
sure you do only those things at 
your home that you know your 
own dan win like and approve of 
and seek ways to have more effi- 
ciency expressed there. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) In co nv er sa tions with business 
or personal contacts now, make 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Much foswag and 
fretting over some private anxiety 
flat you can do little about w31 
only make this a nonproductive 
day so rise above worry. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A very purposeful 
friend has a fixed idea just how 
your life and activities can be 


but only accept beat of this 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You need to perform what- 
ever vocational duties you have 
agreed to do in a most meticulous 
and conscientious fashion to pre- 
vent loss of staffing. ~ 
PISCES: (February 20 to Match 
20) Some surprising facet to a new 
en ter pri se that interests you need 
to be more thoroughly understood 
and included in your plans for- the 
future. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



‘Love and marriage go together like 
horse and carriage. But I feel like 
the women who cleans up 
behind the horse!" 


I THAT SCRAMBLE) WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Uriscnmbto them four jumbles, 
QneJettertoeach square, to form 
four ordinary words.- - ~ • 


~ONlGG 






■ 

■ 

■ 



LALPAP 


o 



MASALB 


□ 


• 

■•1 



Now arrange the circled letters to. 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here 


■■ ‘ [un - mm 1 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: GAILY PARTY FORAGE BROOCH 
Answer When that (dtafs mind wanders, IM hasn't 


this— FAR TOGO 


IANdq 


THE Daily Crossword ■,<», 


Canine 


ACROSS 
1 Teasdala 
■ 5 Ft. cleric's title 
8 Shatter 

14 Bach work . •*, 

15 Platform 

16 Bellow hero, — 
March 

17 Obscures 

16 Swingers of the 
■40s 

20 Fireproofing 
materiel 

22 Indo-Europeans 

23 Incfartvo 

24 Keen 

25 Pro mo tes 
29 Closed. 

33 Tivk. VIP- 
38 TV apis 

37 BeUe or Bart 
38"lt—" (Pearl 

Baflay) 

41 Ofl source 
42 ‘Treasure 
Mand" secret ■ 

43 Anthem author 

44 Glass square 

45 Order 

47 Observed 

48 Some beds 
52 Degrades 
56 Mawkish 

59 Popular spots In 
• the ‘40s 
61 Engagement 
62 -Wood nymph 

63 Arte, city 

64 Vi 
66 


m 

a 

a 

a 

a 


hi 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 


■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 


■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 




cnrazTito taaia a— me. 
AIMfAnRexnM 


67 Australian lafce 


DOWN 

1 Pops 

2 Imitative 

3 Cuban dance 

4 Maintain 

5 Staff off. 

6 TV actor Scott 

7 Wak-cns 

8 Approximation: 
ahbr. 1 - 

9 Lug 

10 Dee 

ii— Cattente 
12 Portent 


13 Pianist Myra 
19 Storied lawman 
21 Meager 
24 Habitude 

2fi Destiny 

27 Shorn eervffty 

28 Violent 
disturbance 

29 RR stop 

30 Butts of yam 

31 Induce 

32 Where Priam 
need 

83 Surmounting 

34 Festive 

35 Skptar 

37 Awfid ernes 

38 "The — 61 St 
Agnes” 


rwtarfayiPunitSriwt 


nn.n nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnrjnnnm u inn 
rann nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnnnrcnnnmnnnnn 
nnn nnnnn nnnn 
^nennn; nnfJH.ni') 
nnnrcnnn nnnn I 
nnnnn rarinsi nnn; 
-nnnnnnnnnnnnf-i:.#; 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


itsassg 

hour 

,47 Run-down 

49 Where the Po 
(tows 

50 Snappish dog 


51 .Prospect 

52 Compute* 

53 Divulge 

54 Seton 

55 Swindle 


66 Mtnmriheq 
57 Mfch. ' - ; j 


SBRtdar. ■ .. 

SO Soot pot 

’-cl 


.. 
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Battered Philippines 
faces tough road to 
economic recovery 

ViANILA (R) — The battered billion by the end of 1991 from 
Pfailippii» ecoiromy feces a tough $26 billion at the end of 1985, just 
road to recovery and cannot rely before the “people power” revolt 
on foreign creditors to bail it out, which templed Marco 
according to a government re- “For the period 11 
port country paidout $8 b 

Philippine business leaders are to its creditors than i 
pressing General Fidel Ramos to representing about 3.7 
implement bold measures to re- moss national prodne 
vive the stagnant economy and the report said- 
catch up with Manila's southeast Debt rescheduling 1 
■ Asian nei^hbonra. outstanding loans awa 

A chronic electric power shor- vale creditors and tow 
tage and a severe shortage of -lateral institutions « 
foods are critical problems. better terms. 

Outgoing Finance Secretary A separate report 
Jesus Estamslao said foreign debt the United Nations D< 
was no longer a major burden on Programme and wri 
the economy. team of economists 

“Investments and exports — Paul Kingman, profes 
that’s where die real growth is,” normes at the Massac 
be told reporters. stitute of Technology 

Despite the latmrfwwg of a $10 painful reforms win 
billion aid programme designed country’s deep-rooted 
to underpin democracy after the It says the external d 

ousting of dictator Ferdinand crucial factor limitu 
Marcos, the government report pr osp ects, 
shows that Manila paid back far “The essential key 
more to creditore than it re- tkm of growth is gro 
cedved. ports. In future the 

The heavily-indebted country economy will pretty u 
paid out $8 billion more to fore- pay its own way,” thi 
ign creditors' than h received in report says, 
new borrowing over the past six But it adds that “a r 
years, and die government ex- - liberalisation would n 
pects aid flows to shrink further, stautial farther depn 
The report forecast that exter- die peso.” 
nal financing available to the Phi- ^ ^ pynppj, 
hgpines from major donor com- economic growth ; 
mes and commercial banks around six jxsr cent i 

TSSwSSl , 1 .. the recovery stuttered 

bccause of » string 

disasters, the Gulf a 
nxeipts from its large overseas ^ 19g9 ^ ati „ 

labour force, attract extra foreign shattered i^Sor cm 
mvestment and allow the peso to ~n, e ^ 

depreoate, .it said. _ econo mic structure t] 

The report did not explam why growth, and trade, ind 
aid flows could contract, but 
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analysts said the Philippines 
could expect lower levels because 
of increased competition for 
foods from eastern Europe. 

Reduced interest in the country 
following the withdrawal of U.S. 
forces by die end of 1992 could 
also staunch aid flows. 

The anticipated decline wiD put 
renewed ple as ur e on the already 
constricted budget as the govern- 
ment tries to cope with a chronic 
electric power shortage and 
worsening infrastructure, and has 
to pay out more for defence 
following the U.S. withdrawal. 

The report shows that under 
■ President Corazon Aquino, Phi- 
tippine .external, debt rose to 530 


which templed Marcos. 

“For me period 1986-91, the 
country paidout $8 billion more' 
to its creditors than it received, 
representing about 3.7 per cent of 
moss national product (GNP),” ■ 
the report said. 

Dctrt rescheduling has shifted 
outstanding loans away from pri- 
vate creditors and towards multi- 
lateral institutions which offer 
better terms. 

A separate report funded by 
the United Nations Development 
Programme and written by a 
team of economists headed by 
Paul Krugman, pro f essor of eco- 
nomics at the Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology, says only 
painful reforms win solve the 
country’s deep-rooted problems. 

It says the external debt is not a 
crudaf factor limiting growth 
pr osp ects. 

“The essential key to re sum p^ 
tkm of growth' is growth in ex- 
ports. In future toe Philippine 
economy will pretty much have to 
pay its own way.” the Krugman 
report says. ' 

But it adds that “a major trade 
liberalisation would require sub- 
stantial farther depreciation of. 
the peso.” , 

While the Philippines posted 
economic growth averaging 
around six per cent in 1987-89, 
the recovery stuttered to a hah 
because of a string of natural 
disasters, the Gulf crisis and a 
late 1989 coup attempt which 
shattered investor confiden ce 

“The essential problem is an 
economic structure that Mocks 
growth, and trade, industrial and 
exchange-rate policies that main - 
tain that structure,” the Krugman 
report said. “Only by painful 
structural reform can the Philip- 
pine economy hope to achieve] 
sustained growth.” I 

Under Mis. Aquino the gov- 
ernment launched a series of re- 
forms to liberalise investment and- 
currency roles and dismantle the 
Marcos-era state monopolies. 

But central bslnk governor Jose 
Cuiaa cautioned that devaluation 
might not be a panacea for the 
• country's Ills. A large depreda- 
tion in 1990 had not boosted 
’exports much, but helped push 
inflation dose to 20 per cent last 
year. - 



LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsessiop 

on the London foreign exdtange mid bullion markets Monday. 


One Sterling 
One JJS. dollar 


1.8585/95 

1.1965/70 

15710/20 

1.7690/710 

1.4162/72 

32.30/34 

5.2870/920 

1188/1190 

127.25/35 

5.6715/65 

6.1435/85 

6.0500/50 . 


U.S. dollars ■ 

ranmfian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 


French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns ' 


One ounce of gold $34250/134250/343.00 . 


TOKYO — The Nikkei Average tumbled 598.65 points to 
15,921.22 in thin trade. Investors are disappointed that officials 
have not come up with po tides to help the economy quickly. 
SYDNEY — The AD Ordinaries Index shrugged off a steep slide 
in Tokyo, gaming 2.4 points to 1,6363. 

HONG KONG — Shares closed firmer in quiet trade but 
profit-taking set in daring the afternoon to pare earlier gains. The 
Hang Seng Index ended 3234 points up at 5,819.94. 
SINGAPORE — The Straits limes Industrials followed Tokyo’s 
downward lead, dosing 10.19 lower at 1,488.78. . 

BOMBAY — Stockbrokers continued their boycott of trading into 
the second week as they awaited a court verdict on unfreezing 
shares of leading broker Harahad Mehta, centre of India's worst 
financial scandal. 

PARIS — Lingering unease about corporate p ro fi t s and a poor 
performance by foreign markets drove the Paris Bourse to a new 
three-month low. The CAC-40 Index lost 28.15 to finkh at 
1385.77. 

NEW YORK — U.s.l chips stayed moderately weaker in late 
morning, but shares held above their session lows. The Dow 
slipped about 16 to 3,269. 

LONDON — The FTSE 100 Index dosed sharply down, just 0.2 
points above the session low. A heavy fall in the D ow an d lower 
• FTSE futures added to p ress ure on share prices. The FTbE ckxed 
down 34.5 at.2,5505. . \ 


Five Years Experience In Canada 

Looking for employment: A person with five 
years experience in marketing, sales and man- 
agement, fluent in English. 

For more Information call tel.: 

$17670, Amman, from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
and from 4-7 p.m. 


Tel: 677 


TEEN AGENT 


Shows: 330, &15, 830, 1030 jun.’ 



THE LAST WEEK 
TT» first, play of Ite kind 

TIME FOR WHOM 

A comedy with songs and foBdoric dances ppf; 
formed by the National Jordanian Fdk Troupe 
DaMy eft- 830 p-m. 

Reservation to be made in advance. 


■ - T61: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


PROBLEM ClflLD 


Shows: 1230, 330, 6:15, 830, 1030 
^ ’ ‘ " -i 


Cinema Tel: 625155' 

RAINBOW 


■ Tom Crose 
■in 


U.S. 
outlines 
new plan 
to revive 
merchant 
marine 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Trans- 
portation Secretary Andrew Card 
has outlined a seven-year plan to 
revive the rapidly sh rinking U.S. 
merchant fleet, including up to 
$250 million in subsidy pay- 
ments. 

At the heart of toe 16-point 
package is a proposal to make 
millions of dollars in payments to 

the operators of as many as 74 
U.S. flag ships in exchange for 
guarantees the vessels would be 
available for immediate sealift 
service in a national emergency. 

Mr. Card said that to promote 
efficiency and encourage produc- 
tivity increases, the payments 
would set at $25 million for each 
ship in the first two years, phasing 
down to $1.6 million a ship in the 
last year. 

The package , was outlined by 
Mr. Card in testimony before the 
Senate Commerce Subcommittee 
on the merchant marine. It in- 
dudes legislative, regulatory and 
administrative change 
to help U.S. ship operators and 
shipyards compete more effec- 
tively. 

Mr. Card said the Bush admi- 
nistration decided the subsidy 
payments were necessary “be- 
cause the other initiatives and 
reforms could not overcome the 
cost advantages of operating 
ships under foreign flags.” 

“Lower foreign wages. and 
foreign subsidies contribute to 
the problem,” he said. 

“This is a package that will 
allow us to have a U.S. flag fleet 
competing viably into the next 
century," Mr. Card said. “And it' 
recognises that there are national 
security interests that are com- 
plementary to tbe preservation of 
a U.S. flag fleet.” 

Tbe U.S. merchant marine in- 
dustry has long been in a state of 
decline. 

“America was once the world’s 
leading maritime nation, but to- 
day’s privately owned U.S.-flag 
.merchant fleet. is the- 16th largest 
with only 393 seagotn^ ships,” 
Mr. Carif saidinffe no tea That in 
1960 there were more than 
100,000 merchant seamen while 
in 1990 that had dropped to about 
27,000. 

“With no policy changes, the 
fleet will shrink to 117 ships by' 
tbe end of the century,” Mr. Card 
said. 

Mr. Card said the new payment 
programme wQl differ in signifi- 
cant ways from the current “oper- 
ating-differential subsidy” prog- 
ramme which will be permitted to 
expire. 

Unlike the old programme 
U.S. operators wfll be able to 
purchase vessels worldwide, and 
operate them anywhere in con- 
sort with foreign-flag feeder 


Other steps in tbe Card plan 
indude helping U.S. operators 
obtain modem ships by broaden- 
ing an existing tax-deferral prog- 
ramme to help accumulate tbe 
money neded for shipbuilding. 


Bahrain stock exchange 
to list foreign firms soon 


MANAMA (R) — Bahrain’s 
stock exchange hopes to begin 
listing foreign firms daring the 
second half of 1992 as part of its 
ground-breaking plans to boost 
share trading on the Gulf bourse, 
officials have said. 

Stock exchange head Fawzi 
Behzad told reporters he had 
received many enquiries from in- 
ternational firms interested in 
listing their shares on Bahrain's 
bonne, which opened three years 
ago. 

He said its board of directors 
were studying detailed regula- 
tions for the step, initially plan- 
ned for last January. No reasons 
were given for tbe delay, which is 
not seen as unusual. 

“1 think now we are ready and I 
hope before this year ends we will 
see it happen. We have received 
so many enquiries — most of 
them (foreign firms) are waiting 
for the regulations before decid- 
ing,” Mr. Behzad said. 

Mr. Behzad said officials were 


also preparing a system which 
would allow foreign and local 
debt securities to be traded on 
Bahrain’s exchange, which has 30 
listed firms and paid-in capital of 
about $2.4 billion. 

He said he hoped tbe move 
would encourage Bahraini com- 
panies to begin issuing debt in- 
struments to raise capital, which 
they are allowed to do under a 
law passed in 1975. - 

Bahraini officials were also 
studying proposals — already 
approved by the exchange — for 
the creation of mutual crust funds 
which would indirectly allow fore- 
igners to trade in stock of local 
comapnies, he said. 

Bahrain, the Middle East's 
main financial centre, broke new 
ground in 1990 by deriding to 
allow iavesuas from outside the 
Gulf to trade shares from 
Bahrain-based- Arab Banking 
Corporation on its bourse. 

It is also .the only state in the 
six-member Gulf Cooperation 
Council which allows Gulf 


nationals to trade local shares. 

Official figures show share 
prices on Bahrain's exchange rose 
by an average of 30 per cent since 
June 1990. They plummeted fol- 
lowing Iraq’s August 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait but have since 
recovered and climbed well 
above pre-crisis levels. 

Mr. Behzad attributed the 
gains to improved company re- 
sults, and tbe positive regional 
business climate which followed 
the end of the Gulf war in Febru- 
ary 1992. 

Bahrain’s index, based on 
1,000 points in June 1990, hit a 
peak of 1,465 last Jan. 9. It has 
since declined to 1 ,313 points in a 
normal seasonal trend. 

Figures released last week 
showed activity on tbe Bahrain 
exchange fell iu 1991, with a total 
of 78 million shares worth 39.5 
million dinars ($105 million) 
traded, compared wtih 985 mil- 
lion shares worth 33.7 million 
dinars ($89 million) in 1990. 


Election campaign ignores 
Israel’s economic woes 


TEL AVIV (R) — Despite the 
kind of pessimistic statistics that 
have doomed many governments. 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir's 
handling of Israel's economy has 
not even been a major issue in 
this week's general election. 

“There are no economic poli- 
cies l being debated in the cam- 
paign — and that is one of the 
reasons there is no interest in the 
election,” said Zeev Golan of the 
Institute for Advanced Strategic 
and Police Studies, a free-market 
think tank. 

“People care about economic 
issues closest to them — 200,000 
unemployed, economic stagna- 
tion, the feeling they are not . 
going anywhere,” Mr. Golan 
said. “But the parties, unto the 
exception of a couple of small 
ones, are not talking -about it.” 

Unemployment is now 11.5 per 
cent — the highest percentage in 
at least two decades and by far 
the largest numbers in the state's 
history. Real wages have been 
falling for about two years. 

The substantial economic 
growth reported after the wave of 
Soviet immigration began in late 


1989 masked the fact that per 
capita growth was negligible. 

Now, with immigration drop- 
ping from nearly 30,000 per 
month in early 1991 to 4,000 a 
month now, toe house building 
boom that fuelled most of the 
earlier growth is fizzling out. Un- 
employment among immigrants 
from toe former Soviet Union is 
estimated at up to SO per cent in 
some areas. 

Exports, which are a measure 
of how well a country of only five 
million people is competing in the 
world, fell last year. A predicted 
sharp recovery this year has not 
materialised. 

“The solutions to these prob- 
lems are difficult and the cam- 
paigns are based on slogans not 
•solving problems,” said Mr. 
Golan. 

Both major parties — Shamir’s 
Likud and the Labour Party 
beaded by Yitzhak Rabin — have 
problems campaigning on toe 
economy for Tuesday's general 
election.- 

Likud avows free-market be- 
liefs but has changed relatively 


little since first taking power m 
1977. Under Mr. Shamir, govern- 
ment spending as a percentage of 
gross domestic product has 
actually risen to reach 68 per cent 
last year. 

Likud's current promises to 
sell-off state industries and re- 
duce taxes raise questions about 
why it had not happened in Mr. 
Shamir's previous seven years as 
prime minister. 

To mount an effective cam- 
paign attack Labour would have 
to condemn Mr. Shamir for not 
dismantling an economic system 
that Labour, with its east Euro- 
pean socialist roots, first created. 

Mr. Rabin’s promises to sell 
state industries are accompanied 
by pledges not to harm the His- 
tadrut, toe giant labour-affiliated 
complex of industries and work- 
ers organisations.. 

“Has there been any real focus 
on wbat needs to be done to get 
the economy moving? — no I 
haven’t seen anything,” said Har- 
ry Wall, director of toe Israel 
Office of the Anti-Defamation 
League, a Jewish lobby group. 


European coffee Imports drop 


2.5 per cent last year from me 
1990 record, the European Cof- 
fee Federation has reported. 

Imports totalled 3954 million 
bags, compared with 4057 mil- 
lion in 1990, according to toe 
federation, which represents toe 
coffee industries in western Euro- 
pean countries. 

One bag equals 60 kilog- 
rammes. 

The federation put western 
European imports at 35.71 mil- 
lion bags, compared to 36.49 mil- 
lion in 1990. Imports for eastern 
Europe, including toe former 
Soviet Union, were at 3.83 mil- 
lion bags, down from 4.08 milli on 


in 1990. 

The breakdown for western 
Europe shows that German im- 


increase to 5.37 million from 5.22 

milli on. 

Italian imports dropped to 4.45 
milli on from 5.13 million, Span- 
ish to 2.84 milli on from 2.92 
million, and Dutch to 2.51 million 
from 2.53 million. 

Austria imported 1.79 million 
bags last year (1.66 million in 


1990), Britain 1.67 million (1.81 
million), Sweden 1.58 million 
(1.63 million), Switzerland 1.04 
million (1-08), Belehnn/Luxem- 
bourg 1.03 milli on (1.30 million) 
and Finland 1.00 million (1.07 
million). 

The federation's figures show 
that Brazil remained western 
Europe’s biggest supplier of 
beans last year, shipping 7.49 
million bags (7.64 million in 
1990), with Colombia a dose 
second with 7.31 million (732 
million). 


— Job Opportunity 

■Job opportunity with German organisation. 
Musts: perfect German and good English, typ- 
ing and accounting skills, experience in secreta- 
rial works. 

Please contact: 699844, Miss Huda. 


HOUSEMAIDS 

AVAILABLE 

For further information please call: 

Tel: 621652 Amman-Jordan 


Furnished Vina For Rent 

Located in Sweifieh, super deluxe, consists of 4 bed- 
rooms, hail and salon, living room, and a basement, with 
all utilities, plus a garage for two cars. 

Call tel.: 821518 


FOR RENT 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENT 

Consists of two bedrooms, living dining room, kitchen and bath. 
C.H. & telephone. 

Location: Jabal Amman between 3rd 84th Circles. 

Tel: 687882, 842351 


1989 Mitsubishi Pajero, 4 wheel drive. Excellent condition. 
.Only 22,500 km., airconditioning, cassette, sunroof. V-6 
engine. 

JD 10,000, duty unpaid. 

Call 641431 


Apartment For Rent or Sale 

1. A furnished apartment consisting of three bedrooms, L- 
shaped salon, deluxe furniture. Location: 7th Circle, -opposite 
drivers; training centre - the Royal Automobile Club. 

2. A Mercedes t 200 for sale, model 1980. 

For Information please call tel. 822537 or tel. 826847 (no 
middlemen should be Involved). 


ShowK 3:30, 630, 830, 1030 


Tender Announcement 

The Jordanian-Syrian Land Transport Company in- 
vites tenderers to participate in Tender No.: 1 0/92 for 
the supply of 1 0,000 (ten thousand) square metres of 
canvas for trucks. 

Tenderers may obtain tender documents from our 
offices in Jabal Al Hussein, opposite Al Fadel Ben 
Abbas Mosque, for a non-refundable sum of JD 10 
bearing certificates of register in agents records. 
Offers should be submitted not later than 2:00 
p.m.local Jordan time on Thursday, July 23, 1992. 

Chairman / General Manager 
Hisham Asfour 


Stop 

Ready 


10% 

20 % 


30% 


What you find at 

.World Resources. Dajani Jewellers, 
Amra Hotel. 

How can you not afford it. 

Go for it. Not for long! 
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8 killed in Sarajevo mortar blast 


BELGRADE (R) — Serb militia 
forces showered mortar bombs 
on teeming central Sarajevo 
streets Monday, killing eight peo- 
ple and wounding at least 80, 
many critically, journalists at the 
scene said. 

Wrenching scenes of civilian 
carnage recalled a Serb mortar 
assault on a Sarajevo bread line 
last month that killed 16. 

More than 10 mortar rounds 
thudded into a central Sarajevo's 
district crowded with civilians 
who bad emerged from cellars to 
hunt for food or enjoy the son- 
shine during a pause in fighting. 
Sarajevo Radio said. 

The dead included three chil- 
dren and a 26-year-old woman. 
At least 80 people were injured, 
according to doctors. • 

Bosnian television showed vic- 
tims scattered about streets in 
pools of . blood from gaping 
wounds, some writhing helpless- 
ly. . . , 

U.N. officials waiting for an 
elusive truce to start airlifting 
relief to starving people were 
outraged. 

“This is a major setback; today. 
We condemn in the strongest 
possible terms this attack on in- 
nocent civilians,” General Lewis 


MacKenzie, chief U.N. 
peacekeeping negotiator in 
Sarajevo, told Reuters by tele- 
phone. 

Reporters ■ said Muslim and* 
Croat forces defending the Bos- 
nian capital had fired on Serb 
units besieging the city from sur- 
rounding hills and the Serbs had. 
unleashed a barrage of mortar, 
bombs. 

“It 'was a beautiful summer 
day, quiet except for e few de- 
tonations away from the centre, 
so a lot of people were put on the 
street, just walking, going to 
work or trying to find things in 
the shops,” Sarajevo Radio edi- 
tor Zoran Pirolic said. 

The Serbs, a 31 per cent minor- 
ity in Bosnia's 4.3 million popula- 
tion, are besieging Sarajevo in a 
rebellion against Bpsnia-Herze- 
govina’s independence from 
Yugoslavia. 

About 300,000 people have 
been trapped in the city wjjh little 
food, water and electricity. 

United Nations peacekeeping, 
forces have won an agreement for 
the Serb forces to band over 
control of tfaedty airport to allow 
in relief flights. 

But they say clashes must stop 
for two days before they can go 


ahead with the operation. 

General Lewis MacKenzie, the 
'U.N. officer in charge of the, 
airport operation, said that 
although shelling gave way to a 
relative calm Monday morning, 
the situation had not improved 
enough to give the plan any fresh 
impetus. 

. “There are still obvious 
breaches of the ceasefire going on 
fairly regularly ... even by Bos- 
nian standards we don't have a 
ceasefire,” Gen. MacKenzie said. 

He said opening the airport 
and moving rival militias* gnns 
out of range of the runway was 
only one step needed to relieve 
the starving people. 

“What’s really needed is for 
the roads themselves to be de- 
blockaded coming into Bosnia 
because we've got to have huge con-, 
voys of trucks. You can ima gin e; 
the amount of food that would be : 
.required,” he said. 

He said the plight of the trap- 
ped civilians was desperate. 

One resident, who declined to' 
be named, said: “We are dying of 
hunger. They keep telling us they* 
will get help to us but more and 
more time goes by and the situa- 
tion gets worse.” 

Serb irregulars surrounding 


. Sarajevo have ' blasted it with 
artillery and rackets for more 
than two mouths and fighting has 
raged on in other parts of the 
new state. The Serbs have won; 
-control of two-thirds of Bo$ma L 
and vowed to take Sarajevo. ! 
" But Western diplomats say 
Groat units have made gains from 
Serb forces in southwestern Bos- 
jiia-Herzegovina in the last week 
and have set batik Serb efforts to 
create a corridor through north] 
Bosnia from Serbia to Serb-held' 
parts of Croatia. 

More than 7,200 people have 
been lolled and more than one 
minion made homeless in 
Europe’s worst refugee crisis 
since World War II. -Belgrade- 
based Tanjug News Agency said 
.1,251 people had been killed and 
5.500 wounded in Sarajevo alone. 

-The BH Press news agency, 
which is allied to Bosnia's Muslim 
forces, said at least four people 
were killed in Sunday night’s 
shelling of Sarajevo. 

The trade and oil embargo has 
increased pressure on Serbian 
President Slobodan Milosevic to 
quit. Students have been occupy- 
ing Belgrade University for 
almost a week. But Mr. Milosevic 
ha& shown no sign of stepping 
(town. 


S. African markets plunge on talks suspension 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South African financial markets 
plunged Monday on doubts over 
the future of democracy talks and 
President F.W. De Klerk cutsboot 
an overseas visit to deal with the 


crisis. 

Anti-apartheid sports leader 
Steve Tshwete said South Afri- 
ca's return to world sport could 
be in question because of die 
killing of 39 blacks last week In 
Boipatong township, the worst 
massacre of the apartheid reform 


era. 


Police reported another 13 
blacks lulled Sunday — five in a 
raid on a migrant worker hostel in 
Soweto and five by a gunman 
who opened fire on a tavern in 
Vosloorus township southeast of 
Johannesburg. 

On Sunday African National 
Congress President Nelson Man- 
dela cancelled talks with the gov- 
ernment planned for Tuesday and 
called an emergency meeting of 
ANC leaders to review the future 
of bilateral and multi-party talks 
about ending white rule. 

ANC spokesman Pallo Jordan 
later stressed that Mr. Mandela 
was referring only to Tuesday’s 
talks. “Other negotiations, I 
don’t think have been called into 
question,” he said. 

Foreign Minister Pik Botha 


said Mr. De Klerk, who left for 
Spain Sunday hours before Mr. 
Mandela's speech, would return 
24 hours early for a cabinet meet- 
ing Wednesday. 

The ANC asked Monday that 
proceedings at CODESA (Con- 
vention for a Democratic South 
Africa) be suspended until after a 
meeting of the ANC policy mak- 
ing committee Tuesday. 

Working groups at CODESA, 
forum for talks on the transition 
to a non-radal constitution, were 
due to discuss creation of a cli- 
mate for free political activity. 

Up to 5,000 black workers mar- 
died through central Johannes- 
burg Monday to protest at the 
Boipatong killings and demand a 
moratorium on retrenchments. ‘ 

Communist Party chief Chris 
Hani, leading the march, said 
blacks were outraged at the 
Boipatong killing, which resi- 
dents blamed on Inkatha Free- 
dom Party supporters in a nearby 
hostel. 

“We say the government has 
contributed significantly . to the 
current killings," he sand. 

The march was heading for the 
financial district, where senti- 
ment was already reeling at tire 
prospect of democracy negotia- 
tions floundering. 

“Everyone is nervous. The fu- 


tures are down by about 60 points 
and we might see further fells in 
the spot market," a dealer said. 

Among leading shares De 
Beers Consolidate! Mines Ltd 
fell 1.25 rand or 1.4 per cent in 
early trade. Anglo American 
Corporation of South Africa Ltd, 
the country’s biggest mining 
bouse, fell 1.75 rand to 120 rand.. 

The Financial Rand, a key in- 
dicator of confidence in the eco- 
nomy, slumped seven per cent to 
3.85 to the dollar from 3.60 at the 
dose Friday. 


Mr. Mandela told angry follow- 
ers at a rally that the massacre at 
Boipatong, a shanty town south 
of Johannesburg, was tire worst 
since the police shot 69 people at 
Sharpe vide in 1960. 

Police supported by South 
African Defence Force troops 
patrolled Boipatong and other 
settlements Monday in the tense 
Vaal industrial region southwest 
of Johannesburg. 


Archbishop Desmond Tutu* 
said Monday South Africa should 
be expelled from the Olympics if 
Mr. De Klerk foiled to take at 
least one of three steps to end 
violence before the games begin 
in July. 

“When we return to the Olym- 
pics ... we cannot do it with the 


country in a state of national 
mourning for our dead and while 
we are caught up in a deepening 
political crisis,” Archbishop Tutu 
said in a sermon in Cape Town. 

Archbishop Tutu, winner of 
the 1984 Nobel Peace Prize, said 
political leaders had to end bick- 
ering and insults over the causes 
of violence that has killed about 
120 people in a week. 

“Those who choose (o insulate 
themselves from the suffering and 
grief caused by this horrific 
slaughter must realise they can- 
not have both a Boipatong and a 
Barcelona,” Archbishop Tutu 
said. 

He set three conditions for 
South Africa’s participation in 
the Olympics for the tint time in 
32 years: 

— The perpetrators of the 
Boipatong massacre shoqjd be 
found, tried, convicted and sent- 
enced without delay. 

— There should be multi-party 
agreement among groups nego- 
tiating for democracy on the de- 
ployment of an international 
monitoring force in areas hit by 
violence. 

— De Klerk should assume 
personal responsibility for tire 
security forces pending agree- 
ment with other parties on joint 
control of the police and array. 


Ramos proclaimed new 


Philippine president 


MANILA (AP) — Congress 
Monday officially proclaimed for- 
mer Defence Secretary Fide! 
Ramos as the winner of the May 
11 national election and the next 
president of the Philippines. 

Sen. Joseph Estrada, a former 
actor, was proclaimed as winner 
of the vice presidential race. Vice 
presidents are elected separately, 
and Sen. Estrada ran with defe- 
ated candidate Eduardo Co- 


juangco. 

Gen. Ramos, 64, takes office 
on June 30 as the eighth president 
of the Republic of the Philip- 
pines, succeeding Corazon 
Aquino who supported him in the 
campaign. 

He won the seven-way contest 
with 23 .5 per cent of the votes, 
the smallest mandate in Philip- 
pine history. 

A joint session of the Senate 
and House of Representatives 
voted to accept findings of a 
congressional committee which 
last week certified Gen. Ramos 
and Mr. Estrada as the winners. 

Fifteen of the senators voted to 
proclaim Gen. Ramos and Mr. 
Estrada. Two voted against the 
proclamation and one abstained. 

The vote among the House 
members was 106 for proclama- 
tion, two against and 21 absten- 
tions. Among those who voted 
against Gen. Ramos was con- 
gresswoman Tessie Oreta, Mrs. 
Aquino's sister-in-law. 

Mrs. Oreta claimed the Aquino 
administration had illegally used 
public funds to buy support for 
Gen, Ramos. 

Before the voting, Gen. 
Ramos, opponents charged that 
Congress was railroading the 
proclamation without exercising 
its constitutional duty to deter- 
mine who honestly won the elec- 
tion. 

Last week, a congressional 
committee completed certifying 
results from the balloting, which 
showed the former defence 
secretary the winner in the seven- 
way contest. 

Before the voting, two senators 
who supported Mr. Cojuangco 
said the committee had disre- 
garded numerous irregularities in 
election records. 

. The committee turned down 
requests by Mr. Cojuangco and 
runner-up Miriam Defensor San- 
tiago to examine precinct .returns 
from selected provinces to see if 
the figures tallied with provincial 
recaps submitted to Congress. 



Fidel Ramos 


Meanwhile* Gen. Ramos and 
Imelda Marcos discussed the re- 
turn of her late husband’s body 
from Hawaii during a reconcilia- 
tion meeting, a congressman said 
Monday. 

“They discussed the possibility 
of flying in soon the remains of 
the late President Ferdinand 
Marcos from Hawaii to the Phi- 
lippines,” said Rep. Jose De 
Veneda, who hosted the Sunday 
meeting at his 1 home. 

Mr. De Venecia said no firm 
plans were agreed upon during 
the meeting. Sources speaking on 
condition of anonymity said Mr. 
Marcos’ body could be returned 
m September. 

Gen. Ramos, a second cousin 
of Ferdinand Marcos, played a 
key role in the 1986 uprising that 
installed Corazon Aquino as 
president. He then defended her 
against seven coup attempts. 

Mr. Marcos died in exile in 
Hawaii in I9S9, and Mrs. 
Aquino, citing security worries, 
banned his body from the Philip- 
pines. Gen. Ramos has said he 
would be willing to allow burial 
here. 

Police attacked with tear gas 
and nightsticks Monday to dis- 
perse nearly 50,000 people who 
jammed a major thoroughfare to 
demand restoration of “people 
power." 

One man was shot and two 
people were arrested during the 
demonstration on the site of the 
1986 "people power revolution." 

Handbills identified the group 
as the heretofore unknown “re- 
served manpower of' good wis- 
dom for all nations.” But several 
people said they had come be- 
cause the leader of the demon- 
stration, a part-time radio com- 
mentator, promised them jobs 
building a temple. 


Chinese ex-president dies 


PEKING (R) — China's ex-Pres- 
ident Li Xiannian, a hardline 
behind-the-scenes powerbroker, 
has died at the age of 83 in the 
midst of a bitter debate by the 
ageing leadership on conflicting 
visions of the future. 

Mr. Li, president for five years 
before being forced out in 1988 to. 
become chairman of the advisory 
committee to parliament, died 
late Sunday night of an unspeci- 
fied illness, the New China News 
Agency said Monday. 

As one of the eight aged lead- 
ers — informally railed “the im- 
mortals” — who control Chinese 
politics from behind the scenes, 
Mr. Li was much more influential 
than his post as chairman of the 
largely powerless Chinese Peo- 
ple's Political Consultative Con- 
ference would suggest. 

Mr. Li has not been seen in 
public since missing the last meet- 
ing of the consultative. body this 


past March because be was in 
hospital. 

Chinese sources said that Mr. 
Li and officials beholden to him 
had recently been rmong the 
group who wanted to stress Com- 
munist ideology instead of Deng 
Xiaoping’s push to make rapid 
growth and deep economic re- 
form the cornerstone of China's 
Policy- _ 


“His death comes at an ex- 
tremely tricky time,” said a diplo- 
mat, noting that the Communist 
Party was in the midst of a power 
struggle to set its direction for the 
next five years. 


All the most influential men in 
the Communist Party are in their 
80s mid 90s, and many are infirm. 
None of die younger ■ leaders — 
even those in key positions — 
could survive politically’ without 
their elderly patrons, analysts 
said. . . * 



Vadav Hard 


Havel 


urges 

referendum 


on future 


PRAGUE (AP) — President 
Vaclav Havel said that Czechs 
and Slovaks should be allowed to 
decide in a referendum whether 
their country stays together or. 
splits apart. 

After- two weeks of intensive 
negotiations, Czech leader Vac- 
lav Klaus and Slovak leader Vla- 


dimir Meriar agreed early Satur- 
day to split Czechoslovakia in 
two. 


But they asked the regional 
parliaments representing their 
two peoples to work out a final 
arrangement on the country’s fix- 
ture by Sept. 30. 

As early as 1993, both repub- 
lics could have de facto economic 
and political independence. 

The (teal left open a slim 
chance the Czechoslovak Federa- 
tion would survive. 

“A referendum is the only con- 
stitutional and moral way,” Mr.. 
Havel said in his regular weekly 
radio address, ‘warning against a 
“wild divorce.” 

Mr. Havel has been a strong 
advocate of a referendum on the 
country's future since demands 
for greater sovereignty began 
growing in Slovakia following die 
fell of communism to a peaceful 
revolution in 1989. 


Despite the political turbulence 
that has led Czechoslovakia to 
the verge of a split since Mr. 
Klaus and Mr. Meriar emerged 
victorious hi their respective To- t 
publics in June 5-6 elections, 
dime is still considerable support 
in both republics for some form 
of common state. 

. Mr. Klaus is an advocate of a 
strong federation and continuing 
rapid market-oriented reforms be 
has fathered. Mr. Meriar and his 
Movement for a Democratic Slo- 
vakia favour a loose confedera- 
tion giving the two republics 
separate international status. 

Commenting on Mr. Havel’s 
remarks at a news conference 
Sunday, Mr. Klaus said he and 
his Slovak counterparts wanted to 
keep all options open. 

Under the constitution, a split 
could only be derided by referen- 
dum. But the newly elected par- 
liament has the authority to 
amend the constitution with a 
three-fifths majority, allowing it 
to make the derision. 

Miroslav Macek, Mr. Klaus’ 
right-hand negotiator, said the 
trend in parliament was for an 
accelerated divorce. 

“A split by the end of the year' 
is feasible,” he said. 

Mr. Havel said he would seek 
more influence in the crucial 
negotiations on the country’s fu- 
ture. 


We are at war with 


Russia — Moldovan leader 


KISHXNYOV, Moldova (R) — 
Moldovan forces moved rein- 
forcements towards the Slav-held 
dry of Bendery Monday and 
President Mircea Snegur said his 
tiny republic was virtually at war 
with Russia. 

“We have to call a spade a 
spade: We are at war with Rus- 
sia,” Mr. Snegur told the Moldo- 
van parliament. 

ITAR-TASS News Agency 
quoted Mr. Snegur as telling law- 
makers Russia was seeking to 
establish itself as “the policeman 
of the Commonwealth of Lade-, 
pendent States.” 

Mr. Sneguris tough talk fol- 
lowed harsh words at the 
weekend from Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin that Moscow was 
prepared to defend the lives of 
Russians from strife in other for- 
mer Soviet republics. 

Moldovan forces massed men 
and equipment outside Bendery’s 
residential districts, apparently 
ready for another assault. 

Other units could be seen mov- 
ing along the road linking 
Kuhinyov to Bendery, the only 
city on the west bank of the 
Dnester River in the hands of 
Russian-speaking rebels. 

The parliament of this former' 
Soviet republic, where ethnic 
Russians and Ukrainians have 
proclaimed a breakaway state cm 
the east bank of the JChoestr Riv- 
er, met in special session to dis- 
cuss the crisis. 

Both rides said Bendery, 70 
kilometres southwest of this Mol- 
dovan capital, was relatively 
quiet overnight after three days 
of heavy fighting in which the city 
of 140,000 was taken by Moldo- 
van troops and then recaptured 
by the separatists. 

A mortar shell hit a depot near 
the rebel-held village of Parkany 
during the night, touching off an 
explosion. 

The Russian Defence Ministry 
said 20 soldiers were hurt, some 
seriously. Dnestr officials earlier 
said more than two dozen were 
Voted in the blast. There was no 
independent word on the number 
of casualties. 

A separate battle atound the 
village killed six others, author- 
ities in the Dnestr region said. 
Shooting was ebo reported early 
Monday morning aftrand the 


Dnestr city of Dubossary. 

The Moldovan parliament 
went into special session to hear 
reports on the crisis from the 
munstery of defence, internal 
affaire and national security. 

Hie explosion at the depot, 
part of an engineering battalion 
of tiie Russian 14th Army sta- 
tioned in Moldova, appeared 
likely to increase the risk of direct; 
Russian intervention. 

Talks grouping representatives 
from Moldova, Russia, Ukraine 
and Romania were expected in 
Kbbinyov, in a continuation of 
earlier efforts to reel in the blood- 
shed. , 

At the weekend President 
Yeltsin and his senior lieutenants 
warned Moldova they would not 
sit by idly while ethnic Russians 
— whether troops or Dnestr resi- 
dents — came under attack. 

“We want to settle all matters 
at the negotiating table ... but 
when dozens of people are killed 
and when there is a war going on 
we cannot remain idle, especially 
when it is happening on our 
borders,” Mr. Yeltsin said. 

“In this case we must react to 
defend people and to stop the 
bloodshed. We' have the strength 
to do that,” be told repeaters at 
Moscow airport on ms return 
from official visits to the United 
States and Canada. 

The conflict between Moldo- 
va’s ethnic Romanian majority 
and the Russian and Ukrainian 
rebels, most of the population in 
the Dnestr area, is one of the 
deadliest ethnic disputes in the 
former Soviet Union. 


ITAR-TASS News Agency 
quoted Mr. Snegur Sunday as 
aranarng Moscow of imperialist 
designs and saying any interven- 
tion by the 14th Army would 
maiic the start of all-out war. 

Moldova consists mainly of for- 
mer Romanian lands annexed by 
Soviet dictator Josef Stalin in 
World War H. 

The Dnestr separatists seek in- 
dependence because they fear 
eventual unification between 
Moldova and Romania would 
leave them second-class citizens. 

Romania Sunday condemned 
what it called “intervention and 
use of force” by the Russian 14th 
Army in the fighting for Bendery. 


Tokyo conference pledges 
$880 million for Cambodia 


TOKYO (Agencies) — A 33- 
nation Tokyo conference agreed 
cash pledges Monday totalling 
S880 million to help rebuild war- 
torn Cambodia’s shattered eco- 
nomy and social structures, a 
Japanese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said. 

The sum was unexpectedly in 
excess of the S595 million sought 
by the United Nations for 
Cambodian rehabilitation and re- 
construction efforts under the 
1991 Paris peace accords. 


Cambodia after' two decades of 
war opened aq international con- 
ference Monday by appealing to 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas to- 
d isa rm. 


In a final declaration, the min- 
isterial conference on rehabilita- 
tion and reconstruction of Cam- 
bodia expressed serious concern 
at the Khmer Rough refusal to 
join other Cambodian factions in 
disarming under U.N. supervi- 
sion, as required under the peace 
agreement. 


Voicing ringing support for the. 
United Nations-brokered peace 
process, however, delegates 
vowed to implement without de- 
lay the commitments already 
made towards the rehabilitation 
mid reconstruction of Cambodia. 

Meanwhile the director of the 
.United Nations effort to rebuild 


U.N. special representative 
Yasushi Akasbi chastised the 
hardline Marxist guerrilla group 
for refusing to give up their 
weapons as required by a peace 
accord signed in October. 

Implementing the agreement 
“is going to be difficult enough as 
It is, given the rimlage of funds 
and personnel we face and the 
widespread degradation of the 
infrastructure in Cambodia after 
20 years of conflict,” Mr. Akashi 
said. - 

“But the refusal of one party to 
honour die obligations of the 
agreement it signed last October 
in Paris is a threat to all United 
Nations operations in Cambodia, 
including rehabilitation and re-' 
construction." 


Khmer Rouge President Khieu 
Samphan bowed to diplomatic 
pressure and agreed at the last 
minute to attend the conference, 
which he had threatened to 
boycott. 


Mayors want more specifics on Clinton’s economic proposals 


HOUSTON (AP) — Democratic 
mayors are welcoming BiU din- 
ton’s new jobs and economic in- 
vestment programme but want 
more specifics on what it means 
for inner cities. 

‘Tm going to look at it as 
objectively as we can,” said Bos- 
ton’s Democratic Mayor Ray 
Flynn, president of the mayors' 
group. “What's good here for the 
economy of the country is also 
good politics." 

Mr. Clinton was addressing the 
bipartisan U.S. Conference of 
Mayors Monday at its annual 
summer meeting, after first meet- 
ing in private with Democratic 
mayors. 

Mr. Clinton unveiled an econo- 
mic investment plan he said will 
spend £50 billion a year for four 
years, nosing taxes on the rich to 
finance new jobs, education and 
health programmes. 

Mr. Flynn said Sunday that Mr. 
Clinton told him $20 billion of 
that annual amount would go into 
a jobs programme, one of the 
conference of mayors’ priorities. 
But Mr. Flynn said he wanted 
Mr. Clinton to spell out how 
much of that would go directly to 
cities for urban uses. 

“It’s exactly what we’ve been 
pushing," Mr. Flynn said. “That 
would create hundreds of 
thousands of new private sector 
jobs.” 

Atlanta Mayor Maynard Jack- 
son, a strong Clinton supporter, 
called it “a dynamic, aggressive 


and progressive plan that meeets 
the needs of cities." He said the 
$20 billion portion for infrastruc- 
ture would create jobs in cities. 

“This plan, in my opinion, 
shows that he has been listening," 
Mr. Jackson said. “If this prog- 
ramme is not welcomed by the 
mayors, J cannot imagine -what 
will be.” 


Mr. Flynn said the proposal 
leaves Mr. Clinton with “a dear 


field” for the urban vote. But Mr. 
Flynn has continued to withhold a 
presidential endorsement. 

The Boston mayor shocked the 
Ginton campaign earlier this 
month by leading a delegation of 
mayors to meet with independent 
Ross Perot, and Mr. Flynn has 
sought to use the Perot 
•candidacy to pressure Mr. Clin- 
ton and President George Bush 
to address the mayors' urban, 
agenda. 

Even some mayors backing 
Mr. Clinton say Mr. Perot adds 
an element of uncertainty that 
may force the campaign into so- 
cial issues and the inner-city 
problems of joblessness, crime, - 
poverty and despair. 

“I think everybody enjoys 
Perot, because he’s forcing more 
discussion on the issues, urban 
issues,” said Mayor Paul Soglin 
of Madison. Wisconsin a liberal 1 
who is backing Mr. Clinton.. 
“He’s adding somethihg'To foe : 
race/' . . ...... . 

' ' After .a second meeting with' 
Mr. Perot Saturday, Mr. Flynn- 


said in an interview: *Tve been 
around this business (politics) for 
25 years. I'm not exactly naive. I 
know a con man when I see one, 
and this ain’t no con man.” 

Mr. Flynn also said he-would 
urge mayors of both parties “to 
be tough ... Let's not fair in love 
with George Bush because you're, 
a Republican.. Let's not fall in 
love with Bill Ointon because 
you're a Democrat.'' 

Mr. Flynn was giving Demo- 
cratic mayors an analysis saying 
that in a three-way race, when a 
candidate could win with less 
than 40 per cent of the total vote, 
a base of motivated city voters 
may be essential for the Demo- 
cratic candidate. 

Big city voters have been reli- 
ably Democratic in recent elec- 
tions, but they have not always, 
registered and voted in as high a\ 
proportion as other voters, be 
said. 

“In an election year with floe 
dual wild cards of a strong Ross 
Perot candidacy and a large dis- 
affected electorate* the urban, 
vote is the key that unlocks the 
White House door for Demo- 
crats," Flynn said. 

Meanwhile, the Washington 
Post reported Sunday Ross Perot, 
angered by a lack of action by 
then-Vice President George Bosh 
on the question of U.S. prisoners 
of war, bandied investigations of 
'Mr.' Bush aimed at finding im- - 
proper conduct, and the inquiries 
have continued until recent' 


months. 

The newspaper said the inves- 
tigations represented an effort by 
Mr. Perot to “demonstrate Bush 
was what Perot believed him to' 
be — weak, indecisive and 
perhaps even corrupt.” 

The Post said that Mr. Perot, a 
Texas billionaire, became angry 
after months of bickering with the 
then-vice president over a plan 
Mr. Perot thought would provide 
information about U.S. service- 
men thought still missing from 
the Vietnam War, concluding 
that Mr. Bush had let him down. 

“This world is full of lions and 
tigers and rabbits,” Mr. Perot 
later said be told Mr. Bush, 
according to the newspaper 
account, “And you’re a rabbit” 
The White House was unaware 
of the investigations, spokesman 
Marlin Fitzwater said. 

“This is shocking and frighten-' 
ing pattern of investigations and 
intimidations,” he said in a state-) 
ment. , 

The Post said that “Perot laun- 
ched what would become a series; 
of investigations, ongoing untilt 
recent months, in pursuit of in- 
formation that might uncover im- 
proper conduct by Bush.” 
However, the newspaper said it 
had conducted an extensive in- 
vestigation of the results, of the 
Perot inquiries into Mr. Bush's 
public and private 'conduct and; 
found no evidence of impropriety 
by the president. 

It said also there was no evi- 


dence that Mr. Perot, Mr. Luce 
orthpir representatives broke any 
law or did anything improper in 
their inquiries about Mr. Bush. 

As Perot moves doser to run- 
ning for. U.S. president, critics 
are challenging his word. 

They say his truthfulness will 
be a major campaign issue. 

Media reports have spoken of 
contradictions between what Mr. 
Perot says and what others, re- 
member or what public records 
show — although his supporters 
say these have not significantly' 
harmed bis chances ' s 

“1 don’t think this stuffs stick- 
ing to him,” said a Perot cam- 
paign source who asked not to be 
identified. “There is bound to be 
more, but so far it does not 
matter fend • I think that will 
worry his likely opponents.” 

Political analysts say Mr. Perot 
would be particularly vulnerable 
to disclosure of any major dishon- 
esty because ofhis image as an 
honest non-poKtidan. National 
opinion polls show he is per- 
ceived as being more honest than 
Mr. Bush or Mr. Ginton. 

Bruce Buchanan, a specialist in 
the U.S. presidency At the Uni- 
versity of Texas, said one secret 
of Mr. Perot’s support was- that 
be seemed different from politi- 
cians. 

“A flat-out, bald-farad selfish 
lie would be inconsistent with 
that image and would harm him 
significantly,” Mr. Buchanan 
said. . . 



After 35 years, 
woman gets voice 
back 


VAN BUREN, Maine (AP) — 
The day her first husband died fa 
1956, Martha Ouellette began to 
lose her voice. At first she could 
utter fragments of phrases under- 
standable to those dose to her, 
but her speech gradually became 
unintelligible'. For 35 years, . 
through a second marriage and 
toe bixthsof35 grandchildren and 
17 great-grandchildren, listeners 
bad to guess what die wa s tryi ng 
to say. She became withdrawn. 
Her family took her for a' com- 
plete neurological workup, fan 
toe doctors found nothing wrong 
with her. Now 80, she might well 
have spent the rest of her We 
without a voice were it not for her 
son’s chance encounter with a 
stranger. The Rev. Roland La- 
joie met a woman at a seminar 
who sounded a lot like his 
mother. The woman told him, 
“oh, really? WelL she probably 
has spasmodic dysphoria,” he 
said. The disorder is caused by * 
the muscles getting too much 
stimulation from the nerves and 
contracting too tightly. As many 
as 30.000 people in the United 
States are believed to have spas- 
mo diedyspbonia, doctors say, 
but only a, few thousand people 
have been diagnosed. Rev. La- 
joie found that people with the i 
disorder could speak normally if 
they receive small injections of 
botulinnm toxin — which causes 
botulism in large amounts — in 
tire vocal chords. His mother 
went to a Boston hospital for her 
first injection in November. Two 
days later, she was talking again. 





‘Rainforest’ plan 
could save London 
Zoo 


LONDON (R) — Financially 
troubled London Zoo could be ' 
saved by proposals to transform 
much of it into replica rainforest, 
backers of the plan said. The . 
£61-million ($ 115-million) plan - 
Drill be launched next month m an 
attempt to rescue the world’s 
oldest zoo, in London's Regent ; 
Bade. The proposals need the -~ 
approval of toe Zoological Sods- 
tyr-qf London — tire zoo’s gov- ; - 
etnotis r-- the government and - 
local -planners. Besides the rain- _ 
forest plan, they include a huge ' 
aquarium, unto coral reef and - 
sharks, which visitors would be - 
able to walk through in a plastic 
tunnel. The scheme envisages 
three varieties of rainforest built 
under cover in a pavilion and a 
specially reproduced savannah 
for giraffes and zebras. The ram- rf* 
forests would* feature trees of 
three different areas — Africa, 
South East Asia and the Amazon 
— and would provide a habitat 
for apes and rponkeys. * 
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Record price for 
silver coffee pot 


PARIS (R) — An anonymous 
buyer paid a world record 7.5! 
million francs (1.4 million) for an. 


18th century coffee pot by French 
nitn Francois-Thomas 


silversmitf 
Germain at a weekend auction in 
Monaco, Sotheby’s said. 


Tabloid: Charles 
blames Diana for 
biography 


-Spec's 


LONDON (R) — The best-sell-# 
ing daily Sun said Prince Charles 
believes his wife Princess Diana 
was behind a book which alleges' 
she tried to commit suicide be- 
cause of a loveless marriage. -The 
tabloid said Prince Charles has 
refused to read Diana — Her 
True Story by Andrew Mortem, 
which has caused a sensation in- 
Britain, but has been told about 
.its contents by close friends.! 

Prince Charles was quoted m the 
Sun as telling friends: “When I - 
bear what is in the book, I can 
hear my wife’s voice saying exact- < 
ly the same words. 17 He feels 
Diana's cooperation is “a total ■- 
betrayal,” the Sun said. Mr. Mor- 
ton bias said Princess Di&na did - 
not cooperate with the book but 
boasted an array of her dose 
friends as his sources who 
allegedly told him about her cries, 
for help, her jealousies, her slim- *'0;! Vf*.- 
zring disease and hcpdisflhisioiif*- ' * 
with her marriage to Prince ' 

Charles. A friend of tire: heir to } 
the throne was quoted as saying: \ 

“It is impossible to challenge foe 
truth of the book because itdear- Js 
ly comes from the horse’s moutoi: 

But it is only one ride of the story ‘i 
and a very prejudiced one,” The « 
friend added: “It is, as the book: 
says, her story, but it is as she . 
sees it," The Sun said that Prince t 
Charles has insisted on- maintain!- *<: 
ing a dignified silence but said -t 
friends are now urging him to > 
break ranks and talk openly ab- 
out his feelings of betrayal. They#- -: 
are urging him to ‘‘deal with the ■ •> 
matte r,” the Sun said. ■* 
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